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Prologue

 

A.D. 2085, Outskirts of Soberfield

Joe woke up in the early morning with the sound of something crashing in the backyard. He was 20 years old and he was living with his father and mother, but his parents were not home. They were on a business trip to some remote island.

His sister Maria was sleeping in the next room. First thought that crossed his mind when he heard the sound was that, some thugs trying to broke inside his house. Joe quickly took a baseball bat from the corner and went near the switch. He pressed the switch several times but it seems that electricity was out. He looked out through his window and found something burning in a corner.

There were no neighboring houses near their house and the nearest house was about one or two miles away. And their house was near the highway.

Joe quickly walked towards his sister’s room with the bat in his hand.

“Maria? Maria?” Joe called out in a low voice.

“Umm ... What is it Joe? I need to sleep. I have a big day tomorrow.” Maria said sleepily.

“Maria, there is someone outside, burning things.” Joe said.

“What?” Maria quickly threw away the covers and she stood up in the faint light.

Sun was still hours away from breaking. Maria slowly walked beside him. She also took a baseball bat in her hand.

They both slowly climbed down the stairs and paced towards the back door. They were taking steps very slowly and were looking around for any sign of more thugs. It wasn’t normal thugs’ presence in Soberfield. Last year police wiped out most of the criminals by a new criminal control law. So whoever doing things in the backyard must be a very experienced thug.

“Shouldn’t we call the cops first?” Maria asked.

“If we wait, whoever outside will burn down our house.” Joe said.

Suddenly a series of crackling came from the backyard. Something was burning away.

Joe slowly opened the back door a little and peeked outside.

“What the?” Joe mumbled. He couldn’t believe what he was seeing.

Joe opened the back door fully and stepped outside. Then Maria also saw it. There was an airplane crash landed in their backyard and it was burning up.

“Run, Maria, it will explode in any moment.” Joe quickly began to run.

But Maria seemed to have frozen. Joe quickly came back and grabbed Maria’s arm in his, and they both ran through the road away from their house, away from the burning airplane.

Boom!

They haven’t reached much when the airplane exploded. Joe and Maria got thrown away into a distance by the shock waves of the blast.

“Ahh ...” Pain coursed through Maria’s arm.

“You okay?” Joe asked.

“Ahh ...I think I broke my arm.” Maria said.

Joe quickly examined her hand and found her hand bended in an unusual manner, like the letter U.

“Crap. It looks bad. We need to take you to a hospital fast.” Joe said.

“Joe, look.” Maria said.

“What?” Joe asked.

“Our house.” Maria said.

That’s when Joe thought about the blast. He looked back and saw his burning house. Most of the house had crumbled.

“Where would we go now?” Maria asked.

“Don’t worry about that. At least we got our lives back.” Joe said.

Boom! Boom! Boom!

Suddenly sound of explosions came from various places.

“What is happening?” Maria asked.

“Oh, my god! Look at the sky.” Joe said in shock.

Maria looked at the sky and she too got shocked. In the sky, fighter jets were flying in different directions firing all the way. In a distance some of the jets crash landed and fire consumed all around the crash site.

“What the hell?” Maria and Joe said in unison.

“Did we miss any announcement, or evacuation?” Maria asked.

“I don’t think so. If anything bad had happened, dad or mom would have called.” Joe said. “Come on. Let’s first take you to a hospital.”

“Okay.” Maria said.

Joe and Maria slowly walked through the road in the faint light. It seems that Maria’s right hand had become numb. A moment later fighter jets disappeared in the horizon.

“Where do you thing they went to?” Maria asked looking at the sky.

“Who? The jets?” Joe asked.

“Yeah. Who else?” Maria asked.

“I think they went to fire at someplace else.” Joe said.

“What the hell is happening, god?” Maria mumbled.

* * * * *


Chapter 1

 

A.D. 2087, New Soberfield

My name was Joe and I was one of the few fortunate survivors of the war.

The war was pretty intense and it nearly wiped out the entire human population. Nobody knows why the war started. One day, all of a sudden, people began to kill each other. It was like the freaking old movie Crazies. People have gone crazy and killed each other.

You may laugh and say this is just a story. Laugh all you want, but the fact was, it was very real. After the war ended nature began to reclaim everything. Forests began to grow in the middle of the cities. It was like someone sprinkled some growth hormones all over the place.

If you have seen my world you would say it was a forest. The entire world was a forest now. It was also a big maze too. My old city Soberfield was in the middle of a forest now. I call this new place as New Soberfield.

The new world was like an abandoned planet in the freaking Ganymede Galaxy. There were wide spread stories about people who had escaped the war to neighboring planets. But those were just stories. When the war began, airfields were the first things which were destroyed. Fortunately no one dropped nuclear warheads.

I personally go with the movie Crazies. Someone must have unleashed a biological weapon on us and those who infected were become the crazies. According to the new stories, all the crazies killed each other. There were also stories about crazies living inside forests, planning to kill all the surviving humans. I think that, those who survived the war were immune to the plague the unknown men had unleashed.

Whatever the plague thing was, it also accelerated the growth of flora.

Now I live with my sister Maria in an abandoned house. There were three other families living near us. Those were Jacobson’s, Danny’s and Parker’s families. All of them were friendly and if it wasn’t for them I would never have survived this long.

We eat what we hunted during the day. We go to sleep early because there were stories about big carnivores venturing in the dark. There were of course many survivors in New Soberfield. Most of the survivors were living by keeping a large distance from others because some thinks that whatever the plague was, it may not have activated in our bodies and they think that it may activate soon. So everyone was afraid, but me and my neighbors think that that was a joke. We must be immune since a lot of time had passed after the war.

Jacobson have a son named Luc. It was me and Luc who go to hunting. Me and my neighbors live like a big family. You could not see this kind of relation in lot of places in this new world. We usually won’t wander too much away from New Soberfield. What I know about the rest of the world was from the travelers who had passed through this place.

Yeah, we have seen lot of travelers. Most of them were on a journey to a sanctuary. They claim that they have this unusual dream, may be a vision, calling them to a place where everything was normal, but I personally think that that was absurd. Whole world was covered by forest. Where would we find a sanctuary in this?

Anyway I was happy where I am. And my neighbors were happy too.

Jacobson’s wife was a doctor and she was a very resourceful woman; so, we were saved in a manner of speaking. And she cooks delicious meat with spices obtained from the forest. Oh, I usually forget that I was inside a forest. In fact this world provides everything we need to live, right outside our houses.

Sadly all the good technologies got lost in the war but we got lots and lots of candles from a shop. And we have some reading material too. So, life wasn’t that boring. Danny was very good at designing things. It was he and his wife who made bows and arrows for our needs. Danny had no children but me and Maria were like their children.

Parker has a little girl named Hanna. His wife had died in the war. Maria and Hanna were best friends and they always walk together.

In the middle of the forest, in New Soberfield, we have actually built a heaven.

* * * * *


Chapter 2

 

A.D. 2087, New Soberfield

I Woke up early in the morning. Yesterday, our smoked meat fully expended and today we need to go for hunting, again. Maria was still in sleep. I walked inside her room and patted her cheek.

“Maria?” I called.

“Yeah.” She said in sleep.

“I am going for hunting. Will you be okay alone?” I asked.

She opened her eyes. “This isn’t the first time you’re going for hunting, leaving me alone here. I will be okay.”

“Okay.” I readjusted her blanket and I left the room.

I slowly marched outside and saw Luc polishing the metal tips of his arrows. Sun have just started to rise from the horizon.

“Did you wake early?” I asked.

“Yeah. A little early. Thought about beating you today.” Luc smiled.

I smiled back. Usually I am the first one to wake up. “So where will we go today?”

“I don’t know. There may be one or two deer in the south. There is a big grass field.” Luc said.

“Then, south it is.” I said.

We slowly began our march to deep inside the forest. Once dark roads were covered by fallen leaves and there were two or three rusted cars here and there. Most of the trees were filled with thick green vines and they were a major source of clean water. There were of course other sources of water here. I like water from the vines. I usually cut one or two vines and sip in the cool water.

We passed abandoned houses and more rusted cars on the way. Small jungle shrubs were growing throughout the forest. One of the most interesting sights was monkeys. There were lots of monkeys here in New Soberfield and they always begin to make sound early in the morning. Another interesting thing was birds. Birds visit this part of forest all day and their pleasant sound was one of a kind.

We passed more abandoned houses. Most houses were filled with vines, and the roofs were a mess with fallen leaves. In some part of the forest there were trees growing out of houses. Whatever the plague was, it actually promoted forest growth in an incredible rate.

A moment later we reached near the grass field. The grass field was big and we spotted stags grazing through the grass. I examined my surrounding thoroughly. I need to make sure there were no big predators out here. Lions and tigers were usual in this part of the forest, but they always stay away from humans.

“So, who is going to shoot?” I asked.

“Let’s toss a coin and find out.” Luc said.

“Okay.” I said.

Luc always carry a coin with him and we usually toss the coin to determine who was going to shoot the deer. We don’t want to shoot down more than one. Luc tossed the coin and it flipped up and down several times in the air.

“Head.” I said.

The coin finally fell down but sadly it was a tail.

“Yeah.” Luc said with joy.

“You win. Shoot down the one you like.” I said.

Luc quickly took aim at a large stag. The stag turned its head and looked at us. I saw curiousness in its face. I feel sorry, but world was like that. We need to kill this Stag for preserving our lives and, no need to show any sympathy. In this new world sympathy have no place.

A moment later the arrow, with a swoosh, propelled forward and it hit the Stag in its neck. The stag quickly fell down breathing heavily. We quickly ran towards the fallen stag. I took the knife from my socks and I drove it in the stag’s neck. Then I twisted the knife. The stag breathed for a final time and its head dropped to a side.

I quickly cut away the head using my razor sharp knife. Then we both dragged the rest of the stag’s body with us. At the time we reached our house it was about noon. Even though sun was highest in the sky, the air was not that warm. Because of the presence of trees, it was very cool here. Danny, Parker and Jacobson helped us cut down the stag into manageable pieces, and then we placed the fresh meat above the smoking platform.

The platform was made up of four tree trunks erected from the ground. We burn things under the platform to smoke the meat. After making the fire using the old matches we began to smoke the stag.

It took us about four or five hours to smoke the meat completely. In the evening Danny’s wife Lara cut out small pieces from the smoked meat and she cooked for us. We get the required water from a small stream flowing through the forest not so far from our houses. There were also lots of apple and orange trees growing by our houses. So food was abundant all around us.

I finished my meat and walked towards Maria and Hanna who were still not finished eating.

“Today’s meat is extra tasty.” Hanna said.

“Yeah, that’s because, Luc is the one who caught the stag.” I said. “So, Maria, how was the day?”

“Again we finished the story ‘Peter Pan’ and we played hide and seek. So day was pretty good.” Maria said.

“You should learn to hunt. It is actually awesome.” I said.

“Well I don’t want to kill innocent deer and rabbits.” Maria said.

“But you can eat it, right?” I asked.

“Well, meat is a very good source of vitamins and minerals.” Maria said.

I almost laughed. She actually likes to eat meat but she don’t like killing animals. I actually enjoyed our little talk after the meal.

“See you inside the house.” I left Hanna and Maria and I slowly paced towards our house.

* * * * *


Chapter 3

 

A.D. 2087, New Soberfield

I Woke up in the morning with a piercing head ache. I often have this headache without the proper medicine. All our medical supply expended last month. Now I have nothing for this headache. Jacobson’s wife Sophie gave me all the tablets she had for the headache. Now I have no idea what to do. All I could do was bite my lip and wait for the head ache to be over.

The sharp headache coursed through my head. It was like someone pounding on my head hard. I buried my head in my bed and I waited for about half an hour, and after that my head got back to normal condition. I sighed deeply and sat up on my bed.

The house I was in was small and it had two bedrooms, one kitchen and a toilet. Maria was still sleeping in the other room. I could hear her snoring. She seemed to be at peace. No nightmares I guess. I went to toilet and then got outside the house. It was actually a miracle we have a house with working toilet, but I have to fill the water tank each week, for that I need to bring water from the stream using a bucket. Of course Maria would help in those works.

Today we do not have to go for hunting. A stag’s meat would last up to two weeks. So, I could relax two weeks. In these days I usually go to the edges of the New Soberfield and visit other survivors, mainly for news. In these days we need all the news we could get. Mainly me and Luc were the news collectors.

Usually you could see Parker, Danny and Jacobson, trying to bring back old technologies. They have a collection of flash lights, old radios and cell phones, but all those handy equipment don’t have the enough battery power, and now they were just something you could watch behind a glass layer.

When I reached in front of Luc’s house he was doing something with Hanna. When he saw me he quickly stood up and paced towards me.

“What were you doing?” I asked.

“Oh, her doll’s eye got outside. I fixed it for her.” Luc said.

“Are you ready to go to Johnny’s house?” I asked.

“Yeah. Let’s go.” He said.

We slowly started walking. Johnny was a middle aged man who often wanders further away from New Soberfield. He had an extraordinary skill to collect news. He knows about more things you could not even imagine. He had said that he worked for a secret government organization. And it was he who first told us about idea of a plague trying to destroy us.

We haven’t reached much when an old man with a large beard appeared in front of us. He looks friendly. So I immediately began my news collector’s job.

“Hey, where are you going to?” I asked.

But I already knew what he was going to say. They all said the same.

“I am going to a sanctuary.” He replied. “You can join me if you want.”

“No thanks. We are happy here.” I said.

“Oh, happiness won’t last longer. Most of the places in the direction you’re now going to are filled with them.” He said.

“What? Who are them?” I asked.

“The crazies, of course.” He said.

“How did you escape?” Luc asked, eager to know more about it.

“Oh, they let me go.” He said.

“Let you go? Why? I mean, aren’t they the one who kill people?” I asked, confused.

“Oh, I forgot. They are now spreading a word about a new religion. They claim that they have found god. I don’t have any idea what those crazy bastards are saying, but I agreed with them and they let me go.” He said.

“What the? Are we going to be safe?” I asked.

“Oh! I again forgot. These days I forget a lot. They are burning people, who opposed with them, in a stake. You better escape here and come with me to the sanctuary if you don’t want to be the part of the crazies, of course.” He said.

“But how could there be a sanctuary among these forest lands? As far as I know, this plague had spread throughout the world. That means there is no sanctuary.” I said.

“I am not going to change your mind, but the dreams I have are visions to the future. This lady told me everything about the works of the crazies and so far they all were true. These crazies were once normal people that you may know already, but these people don’t have any idea what is happening around them. Someone is trying to divert us from something. My guess is that the real end of the world hasn’t reached here, yet.” He said.

“Who is the lady?” I asked.

“It is she who appears in my dreams. She told me what I need to know. Soon you may also have these dreams. And one more thing. If I were you, I would probably stay away from those crazies.” He said. “I need to reach a certain location before the sun goes down. So I am going.” The old man left the scene.

Me and Luc stayed there until the old man went away from our sight.

“I think we need to check on Johnny.” I said.

“Yeah. I totally agree.” Luc said.

We quickly continued our journey.

* * * * *


Chapter 4

 

A.D. 2087, New Soberfield

Me and Luc increased our pace to Johnny’s house. A moment later we ran. We passed a bridge and entered into a place where many buildings were standing. Most of the buildings had crumbled in the war and nature took all of them.

Road was filled with rusted old vehicles and we rushed through the now leaves covered road. We were about one mile away from Johnny’s house when we saw smoke rising through the trees. We stopped and examined our surrounding. It wasn’t normal that smoke rising in great amount. We slowly moved forward. Before long we saw the reason for the smoke.

In a distance, behind a building, there was a big fire going on. And then we saw them. The crazies. They had surrounded the place and they do look like normal people. Not further away, there were people tied to a stake. They were surrounded by fire woods.

One of the mad men was reading a book aloud. We stayed behind a building and peeked at the mad men.

“Oh, lord of all things; wash away the sins of these young men in the holy fire. Each day more people are falling to the demons’ hands. Show your face to these men and cast away the demon horde.” The mad man said. “Lit them up.” The man said to a nearby mad man with a fire torch.

The man with the torch slowly moved towards the stake.

“Please let us go. We will join you.” One of the men who had tied to the stake said.

“You can join us in heaven. Oh, lord, show these men a little mercy.” The man lit the stake using the torch.

Within moments fire consumed everything. Scream of people filled the air. Then the mad men moved towards another stake. They repeated the words from the book and the man with torch moved towards the stake. That’s when I noticed the men who had tied to that stake. One of them was Johnny.

“Oh man, Johnny is in that stake.” I said.

“What should we do?” Luc asked.

“We can’t do anything. Look at those crazies. They are everywhere.” I said.

That stake also began to burn away. People who were tied to the stake screamed at high pitch sound. The mad men weren’t showing any mercy. It was actually a miracle the old traveler we saw earlier escaped from these men.

“Commander, where to next?” A man asked the mad man with the book.

“We need to kill all these bitches living in this place. They don’t deserve to be part of our holy group. God has spoken and he told us to exterminate all the threats. Search this entire place and bring all those fuckers here. We will burn them in the holy fire.” Commander said.

I heard it clearly and I don’t need any more seconds to take a decision.

“Luc, let’s get out of here.” I said.

“Okay.” Luc Whispered.

We quickly bolted into a run.

“What are we going to do? They will come to our place soon.” Luc asked.

“I think it’s time for us to leave that place.” I said.

“Where would we go?” Luc asked.

“To the sanctuary, of course. We don’t have any other place to go.” I said.

“Do you think they will agree?” Luc asked.

“They don’t have any other choice. If those crazies found us, death is certain.” I said.

Luc nodded.

We quickened our pace and before long we reached our home. Danny and Parker were just outside the house doing something.

“Parker, Danny, where is Jacob?” I asked without taking a breath.

“He is inside his house.” Danny said. “What is it?”

“It’s the damn crazies. They are here. We need to leave this place fast. Quickly pack your things.” I said.

They don’t need further instructions. They quickly began their job. Luc went inside his house to call his father and mother. I quickly got inside my house.

“Maria? Maria?” I called out.

“Yeah. I am in here.” Maria said from the kitchen.

She was busy preparing the lunch. I quickly got inside the kitchen.

“Stop what you’re doing, and pack your things. We are leaving.” I said.

“What is it?” She asked.

“Crazies are here.” I said. “Now, move out.” I demanded.

Maria quickly began her job. I put a pair of clothes in my back pack. Maria did the same. I also took some knifes, match boxes and lots and lots of candles.

At the time Maria and I exited the house, others were already out of their houses.

“Okay everyone. We will move south. If there are normal people out there, they are towards the south. It is in that direction people who were looking for the Sanctuary went. So, we will also go in that direction.” I said.

Everyone nodded. Hanna quickly let go of her father’s hand and she held on to Maria’s hand.

We slowly began our journey.

* * * * *


Chapter 5

 

A.D. 2087, Edges of New Soberfield

I Led everyone in the south direction. We passed more rusted cars on the way. We also saw some apple trees. Everyone filled their back packs with fresh apples. Each time when we were near any water sources such as streams or rivers, we checked our water situation and filled our water bottles.

Fresh water in this new world was always safe to drink without any filtration methods. Water sources were originated from the mountains and they were always clean. If we think they were not clean we could always drink water from the vines. Vines contain the freshest of the waters.

“They may catch up with us if we are moving in this speed.” Luc said.

“They were miles away when we last saw them. So no need to worry.” I said.

Suddenly a man jumped in front of us.

“Where are you all going to?” The man asked with a grin.

By the way he talks it is clear that we have ourselves a crazy!

“That’s none of your concern.” I said.

“Joe, he looks friendly. Is this how we talk to a new person?” Jacobson asked.

I tightened my grip on my bow and arrow. “Jacob, we don’t have any more places for another person and we will be late.” I blinked my one eye at Jacobson indicating that I am trying to save his ass.

“Late for what?” Jacobson looks like don’t have any experience with eye tricks.

“Jacob, we can’t be late. Did you forget it already?” At least Sophie understood my sign.

“I don’t care you’re late for anything. You all go back the way you came or I am gonna rip your throat out.” The crazy said with a crooked grin.

Now everyone in my group understood why I lied. I quickly aimed my arrow at the crazy.

“Go back where you have come from or I will be the one who is gonna rip your throat.” I said.

“Let’s see you try bitch.” The crazy took a knife from his waist band.

I looked at Maria. Maria quickly understood what my facial expression meant. She closed Hanna’s eyes with her hands.

The crazy screamed and rushed towards my group. Without a second thought I released my arrow from my bow. With a swoosh, the arrow went straight through the crazy’s neck. He dropped dead.

“Run. More will be on us at any moment.” I said.

We quickly bolted into a run. Maria lifted Hanna in her arms and she carried Hanna with her.

Before long we reached near the grass field from where we had hunted yesterday. We slowly walked through the thick tall grass. In a distance a herd of deer grazed through the grass. Birds chirped from the trees. And crickets began to sing. It was about evening and sun was in bright orange colour in the horizon.

We ran most of the way. We walked a little. By the time we reached the edges of New Soberfield we were all tired. We stopped under a tree for a moment and drank water from our water bottles. Each of us had three water bottles full of water. We don’t know whether the land we were walking in to have water or not. We took precautions in every way.

It was spring season and on the way we saw large fields full of beautiful flowers.

“Wow. Can I grab one flower?” Hanna asked.

“Yes. Go ahead.” Maria said.

Maria stopped behind us and she looked at Hanna who went to pluck a flower. Hanna quickly returned with a handful of red and yellow coloured flowers.

“Maria, keep walking.” I called out.

“Yeah. Coming.” Maria said.

Maria and Hanna ran rest of the way to reach near us.

“Don’t stop like that, okay? We wouldn’t know if someone tried to kill you.” I said to Maria.

“Don’t be a jack ass, Joe. We weren’t that far. She needed a flower so we both stopped. Look how beautiful they are.” Maria said pointing at the flowers in Hanna’s hands.

“This is spring. There will be plenty of flowers where we are going.” I said.

“Okay, okay.” Maria said wanting me to shut up.

I nodded and walked in the front line with Luc. Luc and me were the hunters in our group and it was our duty to protect the rest of them. Danny, Jacobson and Parker were pretty old and they were not up for a fight if it comes to that even though they have an athletic body.

Darkness slowly began to creep through the land. Roar and growl of wild animals came from various corners.

“We will stay in that building for the night.” I said pointing at a two story building.

The building looks secure and it was something you would not pick for the night, so, no one would be looking for us in that.

Everyone agreed and we walked towards the building.

* * * * *


Chapter 6

 

A.D. 2087, Unknown Location

We got inside the building and examined all the rooms. Everything was in ruin. We checked the living room and it was found to be cleaner than the rest of the building. So, we cleaned the living room a little more by removing the chairs and tables to a side.

We spread out a plastic sheet on the floor and we all cuddled in the large clean sheet. Outside was mostly plunged in darkness. We slowly lie down on the plastic sheet touching each other. With the thoughts about the sanctuary, I closed my eyes.

* * *

I woke up with the sound of birds. When I opened my eyes I found myself in a green field.

“What the hell?” I asked myself.

I slowly walked around and found no one.

“What the hell happened?” I asked myself. “Where is everybody?”

The field as very big and as far as I could see, this place was filled with grass. There were trees here and there and on the trees, there were birds chirping so loudly. Sound of birds was actually very sweet and pleasant to my ears.

I walked towards a higher ground and when I reached higher, I looked around. I see grass everywhere but no people. Wait a minute. Far away under a tree, nearby a stream, there was a young woman sitting on the grass.

“Thank, god.” I said myself.

I ran all the way to the lower grounds, towards the small stream. When I reached there I found that woman staring at me.

“Hello, where am I?” I asked.

The woman smiled. I can’t shake away the fact that she was beautiful than all the girls I have seen so far. Her radiant face really was tempting. Her white shirt and white skirt were glowing with radiant colors. For a moment I lost in thoughts staring at her. Silence greeted me.

“Where do you think you are?” She broke the silence.

“Well, this must be a dream, right? And you must be an angel from heavens.” I said.

She giggled. “You’re right about the dream part, but I am no angel.”

“Then who are you?” I asked. “As far as I know only angels have such a radiant face.”

“I am nature. And my name is Evelyn.” She said.

I looked around, confused. “Nature? You mean, mother nature?” I asked.

“Yes.” She smiled.

“What am I doing here? And how is this possible?” I asked still confused.

Evelyn paced towards me and when she reached near me, she touched my brow. Her skin met mine and electricity passed through my body. I felt, relaxed. I felt, I am at peace.

“You look tired of running.” She said.

“Yeah.” I said. “You still haven’t answered my question.”

“You’re here because I called you. I am in danger and I need help from people like you.” She said.

“What danger?” I asked.

“Dawn is near and my time is limited. Go south until you reach a waterfall. Above the waterfall you will find your answers. And most importantly stay away from people. Their words are trickery and they may change your path.” She said.

I still am confused.

“Don’t forget, stay away from strangers until you’re at the waterfall.” She reminded me.

“Joe? Joe? Wake up Joe.” I heard Maria’s voice.

Suddenly light filled my eyes. And I found myself lying on the floor of the ruined building. Maria was shaking me. Outside sunlight illuminated everything.

“Get up, Joe. We need to leave.” Maria said.

“I have a dream about the sanctuary!” I said.

“What?” Maria asked.

“It was like the travelers had told me.” I said.

“So where to?” She asked.

“We should still go in the south direction.” I said.

“Okay. Get up fast, Luc is waiting for you. In fact everyone is waiting for you.” She said.

I quickly stood up and took my back pack from the corner. I put on the back pack on my shoulders and I followed Maria to outside. I found everyone readied to continue the journey.

“Are we continuing the journey?” Jacobson asked.

“Yeah. We should stick to the south.” I said.

We slowly started our little walk through the now leaves covered road.

* * * * *
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We slowly moved through the road. The road was mostly claimed by nature and there was only a narrow way left now. There were rusted vehicles on the side of the road but trees had grown out of them. Vines have covered most of the trees.

After about an hour of walk, we saw signs of human life again. Not far from where we stood, we saw a small village of survivors. From this distance we could not say they were normal or the crazies. Maria took her binocular from her bag and looked. She then handed me the binocular. I accepted it and looked through its scope. I could see kids playing and people talking each other.

“They must be normal survivors.” I said.

“Okay, then we will continue.” Danny said.

Everyone nodded. Me and Luc walked in the front line with the bow and arrow. A moment later we reached the village. There was a sign board indicating the name of the town we were in. It says ‘Soxenberg’.

“I was here before things were normal.” Parker said looking at the sign board.

People on the village stared at us. We slowly walked through the small crowd.

“Where are you all going to?” A tall man standing near the road asked.

“We were forced to move by the crazies. We are heading to the sanctuary.” I said.

“Crazies?” He asked.

“Yeah. Those mad men? They are all over the place we are coming from. You may also need to think about moving away from here.” I said.

“We thought they were just stories.” He said.

“Not anymore. We have also heard that they are spreading a word about a religion.” I said.

“That sucks.” The man said. “We are kind of stuck with this place.”

“We heard that if you join with the crazies, they will let you go.” I said. “But I wouldn’t recommend it.”

“Who will join with them?” He said. “Do you really think there is a sanctuary?”

“Well ... We have seen many people going to the sanctuary. May be you also have seen them. They must have taken this path.” I said.

“We saw no one this way.” He said.

“What? But all of them said they were heading south.” I said.

“Well, then they must have went through the forest or they may have passed here in the night. As far as I know, nobody came through here after the war ended. You guys are the first visitors.” He said.

“Okay then, we should get back on the road.” I said. Suddenly I felt that something was wrong. A feeling that this place was not so good coursed through my mind.

“Okay. Good luck on your sanctuary.” He said smiling.

I smiled back. We slowly walked through the narrow road. Kids who were playing stopped all the works and stared at us.

We saw women carrying water from a well to their homes. Parker quickly went near the well to fill his water bottle. We waited for Parker to join us. Parker slowly took water from the well using a bucket attached to a rope and he filled his water bottle.

On the way to us, a woman sneezed on to Parker spraying water from her mouth to Parker’s face.

“Watch it lady.” Parker stormed.

“Sorry. I have this sickness. I am really sorry.” She said.

Parker quickly cooled down. The way the woman talked really cooled him down.

“That’s alright, but don’t repeat this behavior again. Cover your mouth with a kerchief if you’re sneezing.” Parker said.

“Dually noted.” The woman smiled at him.

Parker smiled at the woman and he quickly ran towards us. We said nothing to Parker. We silently continued our journey.

On the way we saw more people living in the city. None tried to approach us. We also didn’t try to talk with them. I really wanted out of this place fast. This village we were walking through was lot bigger than any of us had anticipated and about hundred people maybe living in this place.

After some time we exited Soxenberg and a big green field lies in front of us. We walked through the dark road. The place now we were waking was free of trees and it was pretty open. There were wide cracks formed on the dark road here and there.

In the sky, sun moved to its highest position.

* * * * *
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After the hours of walk we became too tired. We have now exited the open land and reached a forest entrance. Sun slowly began to set in the horizon. We all crouched down on the grass under a large tree. I drank water from my bottle and I lie down on the grass for some time.

“Where would we stay for the night?” Danny asked.

“There must be a building inside the forest.” I replied.

“We should keep moving, at least until we are near a building.” Sophie said.

“Okay, we will continue our walk.” I stood up straightening my shirt.

Everyone stood up.

“We haven’t seen any sanctuary seekers. Are you sure we are on the right track.” Jacobson asked.

“Earlier today when we were on that wrecked building I had a dream about the sanctuary. Dream says we should go south until we see a waterfall.” I said.

“How come you had a dream about sanctuary while we hadn’t?” Danny asked.

“I don’t know, but we don’t have another choice but to trust the dream.” I said.

“Okay, we will keep moving.” Lara said.

We slowly started to walk through the forest. Sound of night started to play in the forest. Suddenly Parker fell down unconscious.

“Daddy?” Hanna screamed.

Maria and Parker were walking in the back. Maria quickly reached near Parker and she began to call him.

“Guys? Parker?” Maria called.

We all stopped moving and stared at Parker.

“He is not opening his eyes.” Maria said with panic.

Sophie quickly reached near Parker and she crouched down near him. She slowly opened his eyes. His eyes had changed its colour to a dark red colour.

Suddenly Parker began to take heavy breaths.

“He is having a seizure.” Sophie said.

“He was normal all this time. How is this possible?” I asked.

“I don’t know. He may have caught this from the village. Didn’t you saw the woman who sneezed on him?” Sophie asked.

“Do you think he will be alright?” I asked.

“I don’t know. Look at him. He is struggling to breathe.” Sophie said.

Parker took heavy breathes through the mouth and he was still lying down with face upward. His body wriggled.

“Daddy, wake up.” Hanna began to cry.

“Your daddy will be alright. Come on let’s go and look for a building to sleep.” Maria led Hanna away from Parker.

“Parker, are you having any pain?” Sophie asked.

Parker was still struggling to breathe and he looks like didn’t understood what Sophie had asked.

Suddenly Sophie fell back from near Parker, with fear.

“What is it?” I asked.

“Look.” Sophie said with panic, pointing at Parker’s face.

I looked at Parker’s face. We all saw it. There was a sudden growth of hair in his face and his lips began to protrude out and it bent in an unusual way. He was still struggling to breathe. We don’t know what to do. We hadn’t seen this kind of illness before.

Suddenly thick hair began to appear on his hands and legs. His face quickly covered in fur! His face was indistinguishable now.

We all stared at Parker in horror. Sophie became speechless. I crouched down on the ground and I moved my hands to touch him, but Sophie quickly stopped me.

“We don’t know what it is. You may catch it.” Sophie said.

I nodded. I looked at Parker again and the sight was horrific. Fur growth on Parker’s body stopped and now he looks like an ape! Seriously, an ape!

“What the hell?” I asked myself.

“It’s mutation. Instant mutation.” Sophie said.

“What should we do?” Jacobson asked.

“We need to leave him.” Sophie said. “If we stay with him, we may also catch the infection.”

“But what would we say to Hanna?” I asked.

“Hanna won’t recognize him. We can tell he went back to the village and he will join us in the sanctuary.” Sophie said.

Suddenly Parker or what was left of him stood up. We all almost fell back with fear. Then he made an unholy screech and ran away into the trees.

“What the hell was that?” Danny asked.

“Guys, it’s almost night. I found a place to sleep.” Maria called us from a distance.

We looked each other in the face, mouth opened. We actually don’t know what to say. A sadness and confusion filled our face. Far away near Maria, Hanna looked at us.

I slowly walked towards Maria.

“Is my daddy alright?” Hanna asked.

I don’t know what to say to this little girl. I also don’t want to scare Maria and Hanna.

“He is okay. He went to that village we saw earlier for some water. He will join us in the Sanctuary.” I somehow said.

Maria’s stare pierced my eyes. She looks like understood that I am lying.

“What? How could he leave me here?” Hanna asked.

“He didn’t leave you, Hanna. He will come back as soon as possible. He said you should stay with Maria.” I said.

Maria didn’t ask me anything. “We should go and sleep.” Maria said to Hanna. “You can sleep with me.”

Maria led Hanna away from me and they both entered inside a small house. The house looks good. There were lots of vines on its roof.

A moment later Jacobson and rest of my group joined me.

“What did you told her?” Luc asked.

“I told exactly what Sophie had said. She thinks that he will join us in the sanctuary.” I said with sadness.

Everyone nodded. We slowly entered inside the house and found Hanna already in sleep in the living room. Maria was lying down near Hanna, patting her head. As soon as Maria saw us, she stood up and came near me.

“What the hell happened?” Maria asked.

“Parker mutated into…” I don’t know it was right to say.

Maria’s eye widened. “Mutated into what?”

“Into a monkey.” Luc said.

“What the hell? And where is he?” Maria asked.

“He ran inside the trees.” I said. “It’s my fault.”

Maria’s jaw dropped. “How come it is your fault?” Maria asked.

“In the dream I was warned about strangers. Evelyn, the girl in the dream, told me to stay away from strangers until we reach the sanctuary. I should have told you about this.” I said.

“Those people in the village may be carriers of this disease.” Sophie said.

We all nodded. Rest of the night we didn’t dared to utter a word. We slept in the living room thinking about Parker and the mysterious illness.

* * * * *
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I Woke up with the chirping sound of birds. When I opened my eyes I found myself in that green field again. The dream world!

I looked around and saw no one. Evelyn must be here somewhere. I walked through the long green grass and finally reached near the stream where I saw Evelyn last time. She was not here. She must be the one who called me here, but where was she?

“Evelyn? Where are you?” I called.

“I am here, Joe.” Evelyn said from behind me.

I looked behind me and suddenly Evelyn magically appeared in front of me.

“My friend turned into an ape like being. Do you know anything about it?” I asked.

“I told you to stay away from strangers. Many diseases are spreading through the land. If you want to survive, you must reach the sanctuary fast.” Evelyn said.

A breeze blew past us. Evelyn’s long shiny hair danced in the wind. She tucked some strands of hair behind her ear.

“But we aren’t anywhere near a promising place. Also we didn’t saw any sanctuary seekers on the way. Did they all reach the sanctuary?” I asked.

I really want answers, and Evelyn was the only one who could give me the answers I want.

“Joe, there are unknown forces at work here. I am not trying to scare you. You need all the courage and strength to reach the sanctuary. You haven’t fully understood what our world has become. There are things here who want to eat you up. I called many to the sanctuary and many lives were lost on the way.” She said.

“Is there any way I could help my friend?” I asked.

“I don’t know. I really wanted to help you, but I cannot really do anything at this time.” She said.

“But aren’t you the Mother Nature? There must be cure to all the diseases somewhere in you.” I said.

She giggled. “Joe, you really don’t know anything, do you? If I have all the powers I need, I would never have called you in the first place. My kinds are being hunted down.” She said. Sadness loomed in her voice.

“So, there are more things like you here?” I asked.

“Not here. They are far away in other planets.” She said.

Suddenly light start to pour in from all the places. I had to close my eyes due to the high intensity of the light.

“Joe, wake up.” Maria’s voice could be heard from somewhere. “Joe?”

“Keep heading south.” Evelyn’s voice could be heard faintly.

I opened my eyes and found myself in the living room of the house we slept through the night. Maria was shaking me hard.

“How many times do I have to call you? Do you need an alarm clock to tell you that it is morning? What the hell is happening with you?” Maria asked a series of questions.

I massaged the back of my head and stood up. “Another dream about the sanctuary.”

“Why you’re the only one seeing these dreams?” Maria asked.

“Does it matter?” I asked. “We all are going the same way.”

“Well I am curious. So, what does the dream say about this sanctuary?” Maria asked.

“We have to keep heading south.” I said. “Where is everybody?” I looked around.

“Hello! Unlike you, they are already up and are currently waiting for you outside.” She said.

“Okay. Then let’s move out.” I said.

Maria nodded. We slowly exited the house and found others standing near the side of the long road. It was mostly night when we came to the safety of the house, and now the road could be seen more clearly. There were rusted cars here and there and yellow and brown leaves were everywhere on the road.

“Did you have any dreams about sanctuary?” Luc asked.

“Yes. Didn’t you?” I asked.

“No. No one but you had the dreams. So what does it say?” Luc asked.

“We should keep going south.” I said.

“Okay. Then, move out.” Danny said.

Everyone nodded. We slowly continued our journey. Hanna and Maria held their hands each other and Hanna began to sing a song.

Wind, wind, swing me in to the sky

Rain, rain wet me from the sky

In this day, under the shining sun,

Kiss me on the cheek.

In this day, under the shining sun,

Fall from the sky like fireworks.

Wind, wind, swing me in to the sky

Rain, rain wet me from the sky.

We all sung Hanna’s song a few times. We enjoyed our walk. A cool breeze flew through our fingers cooling us down.

Suddenly a shriek came from behind us. We all turned back and saw what it was. Three big wolfish dogs were running towards us. We all froze for a moment with panic. The wolfish dogs were running with their mouth open, showing the sharp teeth.

“Run!” Somehow I managed to say.

We bolted into a run through the wrecked road.

* * * * *
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We all ran at the maximum speed we have mustered. Before long we saw a big wall and there was a metallic gate in the centre of the wall.

We rushed towards the gate and as soon as we reached there, we started climbing through the gate. Maria helped Hanna to climb up and then she climbed. Me and Luc first reached the other side of the gate.

“Hanna, jump! I will catch you.” I said.

Hanna quickly jumped into my hands from the top of the gate. Jacobson, Sophie, Maria and Danny safely started to climb down. Lara was pretty slow. She barely reached the top of the gate.

Suddenly the screech of the dogs came from near the gate.

“Lara, hurry.” I yelled.

Suddenly it happened. One wolfish dog jumped in the air and it clawed Lara’s back. Lara fell down from the gate. She was nearly on top of the gate, but sadly the dog caught her.

Maria held her hand across Hanna’s eyes since showing whatever going to happen next to a young little girl was very dangerous.

“Lara?” Danny began to thrash the metal gate screaming out loud. “Let her go you bitches.”

Lara was in pain now. She finally stood up and began to climb again but one wolfish dog came from the side and bit her in the head. The dog was actually tall as a grown man.

Me and Luc released our arrows from our bows through the gaps on the gate. Arrows hit the dogs in the chest but the dog who bit in Lara’s head crushed her head. Arrows were ineffective against these creatures. Blood and brain matter sprayed everywhere. Some of the blood sprayed on top of Danny who was still crying and thrashing at the gate.

One dog bit on Lara’s limp leg and dragged her away from the scene. Other two dogs stared at us growling for some time. Then they also left the scene. Me and Jacobson quickly went near Danny and placed our hands on his shoulders.

“Come on, Danny, we still are not safe.” Jacobson said.

“My freaking wife is dead and you’re telling me to continue the journey?” Danny stormed at Jacobson.

“Come on Danny, you know better than this. We need to reach sanctuary or we all are gonna die like this. Do you want that?” I asked.

“I just need a little time.” Danny went to a side and he cried like a baby.

“Give him some time.” I said.

“There may be more of those things here too. We can’t stay in the open.” Jacobson said with worry.

“We will continue our journey but he needs a little time to settle things down.” I said looking at Danny.

Suddenly, growl came from the forest beyond the gates from where we have escaped a little while ago.

“Come on Danny, we need to go.” I called Danny.

Danny was still crying. Jacobson quickly went near Danny and he forced him to move. We all continued walking. Sharp growls and shrieks came from behind us. We didn’t mind it. Panic was already in our core but we actually don’t have time to fear anymore. This was how the world had become now. If you hesitate, lives would be lost. It was survival of the strongest now.

“What happened to Miss Lara?” Hanna asked Maria.

“She is in a better place now. Don’t talk about it, okay?” Maria said, don’t wanting to scare the little girl.

Hanna already lost too much. First her daddy, now her friend, but the little girl doesn’t know that. She was still young, not the type of person for this new world. One day or another she needs to know the truth, but not today.

The road we were now walking was very open and only a few trees had grown through the road. Of course, there were lots of trees on the sides but the road was mostly clear of leaves and vehicles.

Before long, the sun moved to its highest position in the sky. We ate the fruits in our bag to extinguish our hunger. On the way we saw many houses which were claimed by trees and shrubs. Most houses were a wreck. In the war, the crazies burned down most houses.

During the war most people hid in their homes, but the crazies got inside most of the houses and killed normal people for no reason. Millions of innocent children and women died in the first days of the war. Military tried to control the situation but the crazies were even inside military.

Most of the world was destroyed in the war, and one day, all of a sudden, forest began to grow everywhere. In the beginning there wasn’t much trees, most places were covered in large multi-story buildings. Within one year, forest covered the entire world. With the presence of large forests, wild animals began to thrive, but unlike these wolfish dogs, most wild animals would run away if human presence was detected.

We don’t know from where these wolfish dogs were coming from, it must not be a good place. I hope these things would kill all the crazies, so that we have a chance to live here.

A moment later we entered into an old city named Miller field. There were many multi-story buildings here, but a green coloured flora was growing everywhere on the buildings, not to mention the unholy growth of vines.

When we got thirsty we drank water from our bottles and whenever hunger sets in, we ate the fruits. In the afternoon all our food supply got expended. We need to find food or we were never going to reach the sanctuary.

We slowly paced through the dark road.

* * * * *


Chapter 11

 

A.D. 2087, Path to Sanctuary

We weren’t anywhere near a promising place. And we were hungry.

“We need to find food fast or this little girl is gonna die.” Jacobson said pointing at the tired form of Hanna.

Hanna was really tired after our long walk. In fact we all were tired.

“You know, we are trying our best.” I said.

“How about meat? There will be plenty of deer and rabbits around here.” Sophie said.

We reached near the wreckage of a city centre. We all stopped and examined things. I saw a big field with large grass in the north direction.

“Okay, me and Jacob will go and look for something to eat from that field. Luc will protect you guys.” I sighed deeply and said.

“Okay. We will wait here in that old building.” Luc said pointing at a building which looks survived the war.

“We can also stay here for the night.” Sophie said.

“Okay.” I said.

“Be safe.” Maria said.

“You too.” I said to Maria.

Me and Jacobson slowly started our walk towards the green field. The surrounding looks extremely quiet. Not a soul to be seen. Not even a bird.

A few moments later, we reached near the green field. We were welcomed by the chirping of birds. I sighed and entered into the field with my bow and arrow. Jacobson followed right behind me.

“Apple tree!” Suddenly Jacobson said pointing at our left side.

I looked in the direction Jacobson had pointed and saw what he had said. It was a big tree with large canopy. We rushed toward the tree. Sadly all the branches were far away from our hand’s reach.

“I will climb and collect apples. You go ahead and find some meat.” Jacobson said.

“Okay. Will you be okay alone?” I asked.

“Yeah.” Jacobson said.

I slowly marched towards the centre of the green field. Not far away I saw a herd of deer grazing through the land. Near the herd of deer I spotted white rabbits in their burrow. There were in fact several rabbits here and there.

I took aim at a nearest rabbit and waited for the perfect opportunity. Then I saw something else. I went a little farther into the green field to look what it was. I think I saw a body! A human body! A moment later I saw it clearly. It was a body of a girl. I slowly approached. Now I could clearly see it. Suddenly, the body moved. The girl was alive but she was restrained. I looked around but saw no one else.

I went near the girl and saw her clearly. She was in fact a young woman with long black hair. A cloth piece was tied around her head, across the mouth, which prevents her from speaking. Her hands and legs were restrained by thick ropes. Then she saw me. She violently shook her head trying to say something.

I slowly approached her and removed the cloth piece from her head.

“Help me! Please?” She pleaded.

“Who are you?” I asked.

“Those mad men will be back soon. They are right inside that forest. Please, I don’t want to die.” She said pointing at a forest using her head.

I looked at the forest she pointed at. Without thinking I took the knife from my waist band and I cut away the restraints from her legs and hands. She slowly sat up looking everywhere. Then she bolted into a run.

“Run for your life.” She said on the way.

“Well how about a thank you or your name?” I said myself.

I looked around and she disappeared from my view. From what she had said there may be those crazies around here. Better escape now. I quickly ran towards Jacobson. At the time I reached there, Jacobson already filled his back pack with apples.

“Why are you empty handed?” He asked.

“There are crazies here. We need to escape fast.” I said, panting.

“Okay.” Jacobson said.

We quickly sprinted towards where we left our friends. A few moments later I saw Maria and Hanna outside in the open, just outside the building we were supposed to spend the night. She saw us running and by the look of it she looks scared by our running.

“What happened?” Maria asked.

“I saved a woman who was restrained by the crazies. They were inside the forest. They may be now looking for her. We need to escape.” I said.

“But it’s already night. How can we travel in the night with those things outside?” Maria asked.

“I don’t know. We just have to find a way.” I said.

Danny and others came outside the building on hearing our conversation.

“If they are here, we need to run to wherever we can.” Luc said.

“Okay, we will move in our own way until it is pretty dark. They surely won’t look for us in the night.” Danny said.

“Right. We will go now.” I quickly began to lead everyone in the south direction.

“Ahh ...” Suddenly a sharp pain coursed through the back of my head.

Something hit my head and I heard Maria’s scream. Then my world quickly went blank.

* * * * *
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I Woke up with a sharp pain on the back of my head. The pain was coursing through my body. Someone had hit me in my head and whoever that was, the hit knocked me out completely. I slowly opened my eyes and I found myself tied to a wooden pole. There was firewood all around me.

I looked around and found Maria and Hanna on another wooden pole. A moment later I saw Luc and others on another pole. They all were tied to the poles and there was lots of firewood around them. It must be the crazies, trying to burn us alive.

“Maria, are you alright?” I asked Maria.

“Do I look like I am alright?” Maria asked in a low voice. “There is pain all over my body. Those bitches hit me in the head with a baseball bat.”

“Oh shit, that’s bad. How is Hanna?” I asked.

“She is tired, mainly because of the lack of food.” Maria said. “What are they going to do to us?”

“I think they are going to burn us alive.” I said. It doesn’t matter whether I tell the truth or I lie. “I saw this before back at New Soberfield.”

“What? I don’t want to die, Joe.” Maria began to cry.

“I see you’re awake.” A hoarse voice came from my back.

I turned my head and saw a tall man wearing torn shirt and jeans coming in my way.

“Let us go you bitches.” I said.

“Let you go?” He said. “Then how are we going to make the sacrifice to our god.”

“We will join you. Please let us go.” Maria pleaded.

“You can join us in heaven. Our god is very forgivable and a giver of life. And our god is real. You should be grateful that your life will be cured in our holy fire. All your sins will be forgiven.” He said. “All this time we believed in some shitty story about some crap man’s religious crap, but now god have come before us.”

“What god?” I asked.

“The god of all things, you stupid prick. He showed himself to us. He appeared in front of us. He is magnificent and he will undo all the bad things happened to this place, but first, all pricks like you must cleanse your soul in holy fire. His voice commanded us that.” He said.

“No god would say to kill his own people.” I said. “Your god must be a freak.”

“Who said you’re his people?” He said.

“You said yourself that he is the lord of all things. Then he must be the one who created all of us.” I said.

“You’re the cancerous cells in the human evolution. You should be burned alive and you will be.” He said.

“Please, at least let this little girl go.” Maria said.

“None shall escape the wrath of our god.” He said.

Suddenly more crazies came out of the nearby buildings. Sun rose from the horizon and sunlight illuminated everything. A man came with an oil can and he started to pour oil all over the wood that surrounds us. More people with oil cans came and they all poured oil around Luc and others.

Hanna was still unconscious. Sophie and Jacobson were crying out loud. They uttered foul words to the crazy men one or two times. Danny was still silent. He must be grieving in his wife’s death.

A tall old man came in front of us with a thick book. He opened the book and flipped through the pages.

“Oh, lord, forgive your children’s sins and cleanse them in your holy fire. These people on the stake before you did sins against you. As per your order, we have captured them and we are delivering them to you. Please forgive their sins and take them to your holy heaven, if you found them worthy.” The old man said.

“Now let’s lit them up.” Old man finished.

Quickly two men came forward with lightened torches.

Suddenly a sharp growl and shriek came from the back of the buildings. I hope it was what I think it was. The men looked back and whispered one another. They looked like haven’t seen those beasts before. A scream came from behind the building.

Suddenly a pack of wolfish dogs came from behind the buildings. Roar and growl filled the very air. Men ran in different directions. Wolfish dogs jumped on top of mad men and bit them in the head and neck. Crazy men quickly fell under the might of beasts.


“Oh, beast, I command you to go back to hell, whence you came.” The old man with the thick book commanded to a beast that was ripping apart one of his men.

The beast raised its head from the opened chest of the man and it stared at the old man. The beast walked around the old man, growling.

“I command you to go back to hell. Go; run, before our god will burn you alive in his holy fire.” The old man said.

“The beast made an unholy screech and jumped on top of the old man. It sunk its teeth deeper into the old man’s neck. The beast ripped out a chunk of flesh from the old man’s neck and it swallowed the flesh.

Within moments the scream ended and growl filled the air. Fortunately none of the dogs noticed my group, maybe because of the smell of the oil. A moment later the dogs retreated back to the nearby forest with the freshly fallen human bodies in their mouth.

We stayed in that position for hours. No one came to the bloody scene to help us or to burn us. Sun moved to its highest position almost burning us in its heat.

“Joe, what would we do?” Luc asked.

“I don’t know, my arms are tied tightly. Maria, look whether little Hanna could escape from the ropes.” I said.

Maria looked at Hanna. “Hanna, can you escape somehow?”

Hanna with tired face looked at the restraints. She wriggled herself but there was no way she could get out of the rope. “I don’t think I can.”

“Oh god, please help us.” Maria cried.

“Ehh, pretty boy, do you need a hand?” A woman’s voice that I heard before asked me.

I looked in front of me and saw just what I needed to see.

* * * * *
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The woman who I saved yesterday on the field cut away our restraints.

“Thank you.” I said.

“Don’t mention it. We are now even.” She said.

“I didn’t get your name.” I said.

“I am Melissa.” She said.

“So are you on a journey to somewhere?” I asked.

“No. My hideout is near that building. I have been living here ever since the war ended.” Melissa said pointing at a building far away.

“Alone?” I asked.

A sadness quickly covered her face. “I was living with my brother. Last month those crazies killed him.”

“I am so sorry.” I said. “You can join us if you want. We are going to the sanctuary.”

“No. I am good here.” Melissa said.

“It’s better if you’re not alone.” I said.

“Strength in numbers?” Melissa asked.

“Something likes that.” I said.

Melissa smiled. “Okay, I will come with you.”

“Okay.” I said.

We all searched the surrounding and found our back packs in a corner. Jacobson’s back pack still contained apples that he collected yesterday.

We ate apples and started our journey from the hellish place. We slowly walked inside a forest on the south. We all were extra alerted now. Those hellish dogs may be here.

“So, you’re going to someplace your dreams told you?” Melissa asked.

“We saw numerous people who had this same dream. It must be a vision. So far, everything the dream had told me about was true.” I said.

“So, Melissa, how did you survived this long, alone?” Sophie asked.

“Well, I ate what I hunted. I usually won’t go out of my hideout.” Melissa said.

“Usually people would go on crack if they are alone for a long time. In your case it is a miracle.” Sophie said.

“Yeah. Someone actually is looking at me from above, or Joe would never have crossed my path yesterday.” Melissa said. “I think we all are meant to see each other.”

Sophie smiled. I also smiled at Melissa. I can’t shake away the fact that Melissa was too damn beautiful. I felt a connection between us as soon as I saw her yesterday. We were maybe meant to be together.

I walked in silence thinking about Melissa and the crazies.

“So, did you saw those wolfish dogs before?” I asked.

“No. They looked like trained by someone.” Melissa said.

“How can you tell?” I asked.

“Well, they mostly are only killing people but not eating. And the way they hunt is peculiar. They must be trained.” Melissa said.

“Who would train those things? They looks like doesn’t belong to this world. Maybe they are normal wolves who had mutated.” I said.

“But how can mutations happen within a year?” Melissa asked.

I looked at Hanna. Hanna was walking with Maria in the back line. I turned my head from Hanna to Melissa. “We have seen a human turning into a monkey like being, instantly.” I said in a lower voice.

“What?” Melissa asked. “How is that possible?”

“We don’t know. On the way we saw a village of survivors. We think he caught the disease from there.” I said.

“So, the human who had turned into monkey was one of you?” Melissa asked.

“Lower your voice. Hanna might hear you. It was her dad who had turned.” I whispered.

“Oh, I see.” Melissa said, lowering her voice. “So, we should be careful if we want to survive.”

“Yes.” I said.

We silently moved through the forest. There were lots of crumbled buildings in this forest. We also saw some fruit bearing trees on the way. We filled our stomach with fruits and we drank water from a narrow stream flowing through the forest.

We didn’t find any waterfall. It must be in the south but how long we should walk was actually confusing us.

* * * * *


Chapter 14

 

A.D. 2087, Path to Sanctuary

Sun began to set in the horizon and darkness crept forward. We increased our pace. So far there was no good building to stay for the night. The buildings which stood on the side of the road were all crumbled in the war.

A thin layer of darkness covered the entire way. Everything of course was visible, but faintly. Finally not so far from where we are, we saw a promising building. It was double storied and was big. We rushed forward. Before long we reached the building and got inside through the unlocked door. To our surprise the entire house was in good condition. There was no green growth inside, but a small layer of dust covered everywhere.

Maria lighted a candle and fixed it on the living room table. We all gathered around the table.

“This house is far better than the previous houses.” Sophie said.

“Yeah, if those crazies and wolfish dogs weren’t here we could have lived here for our entire life.” Danny said.

The smile in Danny’s face had returned and he seemed to have forgotten the death of his wife. It was better forgotten. Danny sat on a chair and closed his eyes. Maria and Hanna went inside the kitchen. Luc and Jacobson went deep inside the house examining the situation. Sophie and Melissa sat on the couch and fell in thoughts.

I slowly walked outside and examined the surroundings. Sound of night sets in and darkness covered everywhere. A moment later I got inside the house and I closed the door. I found Melissa alone in the couch.

“Where is Sophie?” I asked.

“She went inside the kitchen.” Melissa said.

I sat on the couch. Suddenly a pain coursed through my back. “Ahh ...”

“What is it?” Melissa asked.

“I don’t know. A pain in my back.” I said.

“Let me look at it.” Melissa said.

She approached near me and she lifted my shirt on my back. “Oh, it’s pretty bad.” Melissa said.

“What is it?” I asked in shock.

“I am just kidding. However, you have a big cut on your back.” She said. “May be those crazies were the one who responsible for this.”

“But, I can’t remember I am being cut.” I said. “Is it bad?”

“No. It’s just a scratch.” She said.

Melissa dropped the hem of my shirt and sat back. Maria, Hanna and Sophie came out of the kitchen discussing things. A moment later Jacobson and Luc also got back to the living room.

“I found two sharp knives.” Hanna said to me.

“That’s good. We need knives to cut apples.” I said smiling.

“Well I am thinking more about protecting myself using these.” Hanna said smiling.

“Well, it can be used for that too.” I said.

“So, are you going to marry her?” Suddenly Hanna asked.

“What? Who?” I asked surprised.

“I can tell by the way you two sitting on that couch. You both are perfect lovers.” Hanna said smiling.

Melissa looked at me blushed. I too am in confusion. Maria and Sophie laughed.

“So what did you found out, Luc?” I asked desperately wanted to change the subject.

Melissa took a deep sigh.

“Nothing we could use. All the rooms are clean and tidy. If we want, we can sleep on the bed.” Luc said.

“No, it’s better if we sleep together. That way, at least we can look after each other.” I said.

Everyone nodded. Jacobson brought blankets from the bedroom and we spread out the blanket on the floor. We all crouched down on top of the blanket, on the floor, and we slowly lie down.

With pleasant thoughts I closed my eyes.

* * *

I woke up with the chirping of birds and I found myself in that green field. Again the dream!

I looked around and to my surprise, instead of Evelyn, I saw numerous people. All were wandering through the grass land. I don’t know what to do. I went near the stream hoping Evelyn would appear soon.

“Go south, Joe.” Evelyn’s voice said in my head.

I looked around and moved in the south direction. Suddenly a big crocodile appeared in front of me. People on seeing the crocodile ran in different direction. Crocodile moved at high speed and it started to kill the people. I ran in the south direction. Before long I saw a group of people coming in my opposite direction.

“Hey, don’t go there. Go south. Sanctuary is on the south direction.” I said.

“But south is that way.” One of the men said pointing in my opposite direction.

“No, south is this way.” I said. “There is a big crocodile that kill people in the direction where you’re going."

“But south is this way.” One of the men said pointing in the north direction.

“Don’t listen to those people, Joe.” Evelyn’s voice said in my head.

“I quickly sprinted in my own way. The group of people went in their own way. Before long I saw a big building. I rushed forward. Then I saw a big waterfall on the side of the building. A big river was flowing through the land in that direction. Suddenly a crocodile appeared out of nowhere and it bit me. My world went blank.

I woke up on the floor of the house, panting. Nobody was awake. Outside sunlight started to seep in through the foliage.

A stood up and walked towards the door and I slowly opened the door a little and I peeked outside. Darkness slowly started to flow away from the land and, sunlight crept forward.

* * * * *
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We started our walk from that good looking house. The part of the road we were now walking was mostly free of leaves and flora. We seldom saw vehicles. Forest in this part was very big and healthy, not to mention the animals who thrive here.

Before long we exited the forest and saw a river flowing across the road. There used to be a bridge across this river but now it was nothing more than a wreck. We need to find an alternate path or we were not going to reach the sanctuary.

We all walked through the river bank in search for a path. Then we saw it. Not far away from the wreckage of the bridge, there was a part of the river where water was too shallow. There were lots of big stones blocking the water. We all passed through the big stones and reached the other side of the river. This part of the river bank was full of sand and it was free of flora. A moment later we saw the road that leads in the south direction.

For now we were sticking with the road but soon we may need to change our course. A moment later we saw reasons to change our path. In front of us, not far away from the river, stood a big tower made of metal and glass. Sunlight illuminated the whole tower clearly. It looks like not a human made structure because we haven’t heard about this kind of towers in our entire life time and, also there were no human made glass structures standing intact after the war.

The tower was very tall and it may hosts about forty or fifty floors. We were still far away from the tower and we don’t know whether it was a good idea to wander around the tower. Maria took her binocular from her bag and looked through it.

“What the hell?” Maria asked.

“What is it?” I asked.

We all patiently waited for the answer from Maria.

“It looks like the tower indeed is not made by humans.” She said.

“Why?” I asked.

“Because, I can see aliens walking around.” She said.

“What?” I quickly grabbed the binocular from her hands and looked through it. “What the hell?”

I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. I swear I saw aliens, who I have seen only on films, walking around the tower. I looked closely. Aliens have elongated head and long pointy ears which tower over their head. They have long hands and legs. And they were wearing a black material around their body.

“I told you.” Maria said.

I handed over the binocular to Luc who also saw the aliens.

“Guys, I can see crazies too.” Luc said.

“What?” I asked.

“They are on the north part of the tower and are bowing down before an alien. It looks like, we found their god.” Luc said.

I grabbed the binocular from Luc’s hand and looked through the scope, in the north direction. And I saw what he had said. There were hundreds of crazies gathered around there. I looked around the building and then I saw something else too. In the east part of the building there were cages and inside the cages there were monkey like people. I kept it in mind and gestured at Luc about it. I gave the binocular to him and he also saw them. We silently stayed there. We both didn’t dare utter about them near Hanna.

“So this disease may be spreading by those aliens.” I said.

“Yeah.” Luc said. Maria seemed to have not understood what me and Luc were saying but she hushed her mouth since she know we know what we were doing.

“So can we move?” Danny asked.

“South is through that tower. We may need to go around it, through that forest.” I said pointing at a nearby forest.

“So, let’s go.” Jacobson said.

“Okay.” Luc said.

We slowly, silently, started our walk. Before long we reached inside the forest.

“Melissa, Sophie, you guys need to be a little bit faster.” I said when I saw them far behind us.

Melissa and Sophie ran rest of the way to reach near us. Suddenly Luc and Jacobson stopped moving and they motioned at us to stop. We all stopped and looked in front of us. A little panic started to crawl through our legs. Whatever they have found might not be a good thing. Suddenly a monkey human thing rushed at us. We all dodged the violent monkey, but sadly, on the way the monkey scratched at Sophie’s hand and it ran away. We all sighed.

“Ahh ...” Pain coursed through Sophie. I could clearly hear her curses.

Jacob went near Sophie and examined her hand. There were two long scratch marks running through the length of her hand. And blood prickled on the scratch marks.

“You okay?” Jacobson asked.

“Yeah, I am fine.” Sophie said.

We all sighed deeply and we continued our walk.

A moment later Sophie stopped moving and she cuddled into a sitting position under a tree.

“Sophie, are you okay?” Melissa asked.

“I ... I can’t breathe.” Sophie said.

“What?” I asked.

We all rushed towards Sophie. Sophie was actually struggling to breath. Her tired form lies down on the ground. Then we all witnessed the change. Within moments hair excessively grown throughout Sophie’s body and she changed into a monkey. Her lips bent in an unusual manner. A moment later she began to breathe normally. She slowly opened her eyes and looked at us like we were the aliens.

“Mom ...” Luc began to cry.

“Sophie, honey ... Are you ... Are you in there?” Jacobson also began to cry.

Suddenly Sophie or what was left of her stood up and ran away from us.

“Mom ...” Luc followed her.

Suddenly a growl came from where Luc had disappeared.

Next I heard a scream from Luc. And that was it. He was gone. Jacobson ran for his son.

“Luc ...” Jacobson screamed on the way.

“No, Jacob ...” I said.

But it was too late. From behind a tree I heard Jacobson’s scream too. This time the scream was short. That was it. He too was gone. The five of us ran through the forest away from the growl and screech.

* * * * *
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We ran at full speed through the forest. There were no one pursuing us, but we ran. Maria was carrying Hanna in her hands. The weight of Hanna decreased Maria’s speed. Melissa and Danny were running in the front line.

Before long we exited the forest and reached a big agricultural field. The once corn grown field was now nothing but a barren wasteland. Unlike most of the places in today’s world, nothing was growing in the field, not even shrubs.

There were farming houses here and there on the sides of the fields. Large barns and other farming buildings stood here and there. Nothing had damaged in the war.

We ran towards the nearest house. We were pretty much thirsty and all the apples we had were in Jacobson’s bag. So now we have nothing to eat. We quickly reached the nearby house and we all got inside the house through the unlocked door. I quickly dead bolted the door.

Maria took her binocular from her bag and she looked through it.

“There are wolfish dogs in the forest edges.” Maria said.

I grabbed the binocular from her hands and looked at the forest edges. Those mighty creatures were in fact wandering through the forest, may be searching for us.

“What should we do?” Melissa asked.

“We will continue towards the sanctuary.” Danny said.

“Yeah. Sanctuary is our only hope.” I said.

“What happened to Sophie and others?” Hanna asked.

“You don’t have to worry about them, honey. They are in heaven now.” Maria said.

I looked around the house and spotted a well in the backyard. I hauled water from the well and gave it to everyone. We all drank water and filled our stomachs. We also found orange trees not far from the backyard. We collected ripened oranges in our back packs and also we ate several of them.

In the sky sun moved downward, casting long shadows through the land.

“All this time I thought some human had released the plague on human kind and created the crazies. Now I understand that the aliens were the one who responsible for this.” I said.

“I am agreeing with that. These aliens may be thinking about conquering the world.” Melissa said.

“In my dream, this girl named Evelyn said that she is the Mother Nature and she is in grave danger. May be these aliens are the one who is trying to kill her.” I said.

“But after the war, didn’t you watched the sudden growth of flora everywhere? So, whatever the plague was, it promoted the growth of flora, that way helping the Mother Nature to regain her lost forest lands. All we ever done were cut down trees and destroying mother nature slowly. So how could be the aliens killing her?” Melissa asked.

“I don’t know, but I think that they are preparing Mother Nature for the harvest.” I said.

“What else did the dream told you?” Maria asked.

“Evelyn said that there are more like her in different planets and she also said that her entire kinds are being slaughtered.” I said.

“So there must be life on other planets too.” Melissa said.

“The aliens are the proof for that.” Danny said.

“So the wolfish dogs may be here because of the aliens.” I said.

“But those dogs hunted down crazies too.” Danny said.

“May be those dogs are here to hunt down humans.” I said.

“Why are they killing humans like this? Why create crazies?” Danny asked.

“May be they done his because they may have seen us as a threat. We may be the only one who could save Mother Nature from death.” I said.

“That does make sense.” Maria said.

“So are we going to continue our journey now?” Melissa asked.

“It’s about evening. We can stay here for the night and we will move at the first light.” I said.

“Okay.” Melissa said.

Melissa went near the glass window and she sat on a chair, looking outside. Danny sat on the couch and he slowly closed his eyes. Maria and Hanna went deeper inside the house searching everywhere.

I took a chair from the corner and sat near Melissa.

“Anything bad?” I asked.

“No. It looks like they moved away.” Melissa said.

I took a deep sigh.

A few moments later, darkness slowly crept forward through the land.

* * * * *
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Birds chirped all around me. I slowly walked through the green field. Suddenly a crocodile jumped in front of me. It opened its mouth and rushed at me. It was a normal sized crocodile but its sharp teeth alone induced panic inside me.

I ran away from the crocodile in the north direction. I know I should be going in south direction but that crocodile was following me. I stopped on top of a small hill and breathed heavily. I could see that the crocodile had stopped pursuing me and it went in another way.

I slowly retraced my path and within minutes, I got back to the place where I saw the crocodile for the first time. I increased my pace and I walked towards south. A moment later I reached a small tree land. I entered inside the tree land and moved forward. Before long, a building, whose whole roof covered with vines, came into view. I rushed forward.

The building was single storied and I could peek inside through the small walls. The building’s roof was made of metal sheets and it was several feet above the main walls. In a corner I saw a door that leads inside the building. I slowly approached the door and opened it. I don’t know what I would find in this building, but checking inside it was worth a shot.

I entered inside the building. Sunlight seeped inside the building through the gap between wall and roof. There were no windows in the building, doesn’t need one. The room I was now in was empty. I opened another door and entered inside the next room.

Surprisingly I found four humans inside it. They all were men and they were all sitting on the floor with sad face. I could see a door in a corner which supposedly leads to another part of the building.

“Hello, what are you all doing here?” I asked.

I don’t know what they were doing here and I don’t know whether they could help me, but I asked them anyway.

“What are we doing here? Didn’t you saw the crocodiles outside? The whole place is covered in water. We are fortunate we are in this building, in the middle of this crocodile filled lake.” One of the men said.

“What lake? I didn’t saw one.” I said.

“Then your eyes have some problem. Open this door and see for yourself.” One of the men said.

A lake? I slowly approached the door and opened it.

“What the hell?” I asked myself.

There was a lake in front of me. Suddenly a crocodile swam towards me. I quickly swing the door to close it, but sadly I couldn’t close it. I swear the door perfectly fitted the doorway earlier, but now, the door somehow shortened.

“What the?” I said myself.

“Hey. What happened to the door?” I asked.

But I didn’t get a response from the men. When I looked back, there were no signs of them. They must have escaped. The crocodile was rushing towards me. Suddenly water starts to pour in through the doorway. The place seemed to be sinking. I rushed outside the way I came inside earlier. Fortunately the building wasn’t surrounded by lake. I found the tree land from where I came.

Suddenly the whole building sunk in to the lake and crocodiles rushed towards me. I bolted into a run. There were dozens of crocodiles pursuing me. I rushed in the south direction. Before long I saw the men who I saw from the building. They were also running away from the lake, in the south direction.

“Hey, you could have told me that that building was about to sink.” I said.

“Go away, man. We don’t know you, to help you.” One of the men said.

“What?” I couldn’t believe what I have just heard from them. Did all the humanity disappear in them? Weren’t they humans?

“We told you to go away.” The man reminded me.

“Whatever.” I overtake them and rushed in the south direction. A moment later I looked back and saw the crocodiles that were still pursuing me. There was no sign of those men.

“Keep heading south.” Evelyn’s voice said in my head.

“Please tell me what the hell is going on.” I asked.

Sadly no response came from Evelyn. I rushed forward. Before long I saw a big crowd. They were all going in the west direction.

“Hello, where are you all going?” I asked.

“Don’t go in the south direction. There are gigantic crocodiles that eat people.” One of the women said.

“What?” I asked. I am really tired of running. South was my only hope but now there was no hope left in me.

“Don’t listen to them, Joe. Don’t follow the crowd. Go in your own way.” Evelyn’s voice said.

But I can’t go in the south direction. According to the woman there were big crocodiles in the south. I disobeyed Evelyn, and I followed the crowd.

Suddenly people in the front row began to scream and they all started to rush in different directions. I looked in the front row and saw a big crocodile eating people. I rushed in the south direction. Suddenly a crocodile appeared in front of me and it bit me in my head. My world went blank.

I woke up in the house, panting. Sunlight slowly started to seep inside through the windows.

A few moments later everyone woke up and we continued our trek in the south direction.

* * * * *
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We walked through the farmlands. The only road present here was a muddy path. We paced through that muddy path to the south. In the south we could see a mountain now, which was increasing our hopes of finding that waterfall.

A moment later the muddy path ended, and the dark road began which leads to the mountain through a forest covered area. We were about a kilometer away from the forest. We increased our pace.

Suddenly a big wolfish creature jumped in front of us. We were walking absent minded and we didn’t even saw the creature coming. The dog growled showing its sharp teeth. It was several feet away from us, and a moment later it walked towards us. We all stopped moving. We don’t know what to do. My arrows were useless against this mighty creature, and also, the bow was on my back.

When it reached near me it smelled me and it growled at me. Drool oozed down from its mouth. Tears of fear oozed down from all of us. Also our legs shook with fear.

Pop!

Suddenly a gunshot erupted from our right direction and the wolfish creature dropped dead with a wide hole in its head. Blood sprayed in my face. I wiped away the blood from my face using the sleeve of my shirt and we all looked in our right direction, with curiousness.

A moment later a tall man in military fatigues came out of the jungle shrubs with a sniper rifle. There was an ammo belt strapped around his chest. He waved at us and walked towards us. We stood there. Now panic and fear flew away from us.

“That was a hell of a shot.” Danny said to the man.

“Thanks.” The man said.

“Thanks for saving us.” I said.

He smiled. “So, what are you all doing here?” He asked.

“We are on our way to the sanctuary. We believe that we are near the sanctuary.” I said.

“Sanctuary?” He said. “In this place? I doubt there is a sanctuary here.”

“Who are you?” I asked.

“Can’t you tell?” He asked. “I was with the military, before the war.”

We all looked each other in the face.

“Military?” I asked. “We were actually looking for one of you guys to know why the hell did the war started.”

“That’s a long story.” He said. “And I don’t like it even a bit.”

“Well, as citizens, we have the right to know it.” I said.

He smiled. “So, you said you’re going to a sanctuary?” He said changing the subject.

“Yes.” I said.

“How do you know there is a sanctuary here?” He asked.

“Well, I have this strange dream, and according to the dream we have to head in the south. And so far, all the things the dreams had told me came true.” I said.

“Then, I am coming with you.” He said. “I am Ray.” He put forward his hand.

I accepted his hand and I shook. “It’s pleased to meet you, Ray.”

We slowly continued our trek to the mountain.

“So, can we get the answer to why the war started?” Melissa asked.

We all curiously looked at Ray’s face.

“Well, our military went on crack and they started shooting down everybody.” Ray said.

“How?” I asked.

“We don’t know. One day most of our officers started telling stories about enemies in our country. They said that all other countries had declared war on us and we should go to war. We don’t know why. We marched into the neighboring country and we saw no resistance there. We started shooting down everybody we saw. I didn’t know what else to do. Before long, more countries came to the war. Officers were actually on crack. I knew that what I was doing was wrong. Some of us thought the same thing. We then escaped from the war and retreated into a forest.” He said.

“Then what happened?” I asked.

“Then they started air strikes. Some of the soldiers declared we were enemies of the state. They shot down my friends. I somehow escaped everything. Before long the war ended since everyone killed each other.” He said.

“Did you saw those aliens?” I asked.

“Yes. Those damnations are the real enemies. They were the one who started this. They must have released some kind of biological weapon which turns good men into crazies.” Ray said.

“That’s exactly what we think too.” I said. “Not far from here, they have a huge building. The crazies think that these aliens are their god.”

“Damn the crazies. Damn the aliens. If there is a sanctuary here, that’s where I should be.” He said.

We silently moved through the forest.

* * * * *
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We ate the oranges when we got hungry. We drank water from our bottles when we got thirsty. Before long, all our food supply got expended. We walked deeper into the forest.

A moment later we saw a violent stream flowing through the forest. The stream was filled with big rocks. There were gigantic boulders on the sides of the stream. There must be a waterfall somewhere here.

We walked along the stream. We were near the mountain because the place now we were walking was a big hill. We slowly climbed the hill. Suddenly someone jumped on top of me, and that person and me rolled out along the hill, downward. Maria and Hanna screamed. After several minutes I stopped rolling and I found myself in the foot of the hill. Others were still on the top of the hill.

“Ahh ...” A pain coursed through my head.

I touched the back of my head and I found my hands wet. When I looked at the hand I saw it drenched in blood. I might have hit my head somewhere.

I looked everywhere to see the person who was responsible for this. Then I saw him lying down near me. His clothes were torn and they were filled with mud.

“Joe, are you okay?” Maria shouted from the top of the hill.

Suddenly the man stood up and rushed at me. He head butted me in my stomach.

“Ahh ...” I fell down. “What the hell are you doing, man?”

Quickly, the man took a knife from its sheath. “You all are gonna die.”

The man rushed at me.

Pop!

Suddenly a gunshot erupted and the man fell down. Ray stood on top of a boulder.

“You okay?” Ray asked.

“Yeah.” I said.

But a pain was still surging through my head.

“That was a crazy, right?” I asked.

“Yeah. Are you sure sanctuary is this way? The Sanctuary is supposed to be a crazy free area, right?” Ray asked.

“It’s this way. I am sure.” I said.

We slowly continued our trek. Before long we saw the waterfall we were searching for. It was very big and water heavily jumped from the top, splashing water in every direction. We all stared at the waterfall with joy. Finally we were near the sanctuary.

Maria and Melissa helped me wash away the blood from the back of my head.

“Ahh ...” A stinging sensation passed through my head and I winced.

“Fortunately the wound is not that deep.” Melissa said.

“Where did he come from? Will there be more of them here?” Maria asked.

“There may be more.” Danny said.

“Guys, there is nothing here. Where should we head to next?” Ray asked.

“We should stick to south. Since the waterfall is real, the sanctuary can’t be far.” I said.

We drank some fresh water from the stream and then we began to climb the hill. Before long we saw apple trees and we collected apples in our back packs. We have been eating fruits for days now, but we got all the energy we needed from the fruits.

Sun began to set in the horizon and darkness crept forward.

“We need to find a place to stay for the night.” Melissa said.

We all nodded. We finally reached the top of the hill and we crossed the stream. From here we could see the tree land below. In a distant we saw another alien building exactly like the one we saw before. This building was surrounded by trees and then we saw it in the sky.

A gigantic ship, or a machine, was coming down from the skies. We stared at the thing for some time. It looks like no ship. It was more like a machine or a tripod. It had a ball shaped head and three legs. The tripod landed on the ground near the alien building.

Maria took her binocular from her bag and looked through its scope.

“There are aliens all over that place.” Maria said. “And there are those wolfish creatures on the ground.”

Suddenly a hum came from the distant sky. We all looked at the sky and found a gigantic silver coloured space ship flying above us. The ship was moving towards the alien building. The ship has a long, almost cylindrical body. And the ship was flying in a very low altitude.

In the horizon sun almost set and most of the places got plunged in darkness.

“Guys, I found a cave. We can spend the night in there.” Ray said.

We all followed Ray and Ray led us to the cave. The cave was pretty big and it perfectly fit for the night. Maria lighted a candle and she fixed it on top of a rock. We all cuddled on the floor in a sitting position.

“I will stay on guard.” Ray said.

“Call me when you’re sleepy.” Danny said to Ray.

Ray nodded. Hanna, Melissa and Maria quickly began their slumber on the cold floor.

I leaned on to the rocky wall and I slowly closed my eyes.

* * * * *


Chapter 20

 

A.D. 2087, Path to Sanctuary

As usual I woke up in the green field. This time I saw Evelyn standing by the stream. And what peculiar about today was, there was that alien tripod we saw before, resting in the centre of the field. I slowly approached Evelyn. Something was wrong about the way she was standing.

When I reached near her, she abruptly fell into my arms. Sweat uncontrollably escaped from her body. I wiped away sweat from her face.

“What is happening?” I asked.

Her small body perfectly rested in my hands.

“I am dying ... They are killing me.” She said.

“What? How?” I asked.

“Heh ... Did you saw that tripod like machine over there?” She asked pointing to the tripod in the field.

“Yes.” I said. “What does it have to do with you?”

“That machine is draining my energy. You have to stop it or all I have worked for billions of years will be in vain. All my children will die if you don’t stop that machine.” She said.

Suddenly pale spots appeared on Evelyn’s body.

“How do I stop it?” I demanded.

“You’re near sanctuary. Not far away from the cave there is a building. It is hardly a Sanctuary. I led you to a place where you could find the things which can help me from these abominations. Destroy the machines or you all are gonna die. If I die, you die.” She said.

Suddenly light seeped in from every corner. I had to close my eyes due to the high intensity of light.

“Please, help me.” Evelyn said.

“I will do what I can.” I said.

Suddenly light covered everywhere. When I opened my eyes all I saw was dust clouds. The place where I am standing was devoid of greenery and there was only dust here. There was no chirping of birds, there was no pleasant sound of forest. There was no sound! I could see the sun glowing at high intensity in the horizon. The whole land was nothing but a barren wasteland.

Suddenly the place I am standing disappeared and dust covered everywhere. I began to free fall through the dust clouds. I quickly closed my eyes.

“If you don’t destroy the machines this will be the result.” Evelyn’s voice reverberated in my head

“Machines? There are more machines?” I asked.

Suddenly I fell hard, almost knocking the wind out of me. I woke up in the cave floor, panting.

Sunlight seeped in through the cave entrance. I found everyone awake. They all were standing outside the cave. I walked towards them.

“Thought you might be dreaming. So we didn’t try to call you.” Melissa said.

“I know where we should go.” I said.

“So, where to?” Ray asked.

“There is a building not far from here and Evelyn said that the tripod thing we saw yesterday is killing her. We have to destroy that machine.” I said.

“Hold on there. Who is Evelyn?” Ray asked.

“She is the Mother Nature. She is the one who is calling me in my dreams. The aliens are here to kill her. If she dies, we die.” I said.

Ray nodded. No questions from anyone. Silence fell between us.

“So where is this building actually?” Finally Danny asked.

“She said it is near here.” I said.

“Okay we will search around the cave.” Ray said.

We quickly began our search. Before long, Danny called everyone and he showed us the building. It was right inside the mountain and there was no one near the building. We slowly approached the building.

There was a picture of our country’s flag drawn at the entrance.

“I know this building.” Ray said. “It’s our military bunker.”

Ray swung opened the big metal door. We all slowly got inside. There was darkness everywhere inside the bunker. Maria quickly lighted one candle and she fixed it on top of a table in the corner. Now everything slowly started to become visible. There were empty tables all over the big tunnel. We all walked through the long tunnel which was directly in the heart of the mountain. Before long we found a door which leads to another part of the tunnel.

Maria kindled another candle and she fixed it near the entrance. Ray opened that door and we all entered into another tunnel. Here leaning on to the walls stood rows and rows of guns. Ammunition lay in a corner. We found several heaps of ammunition here and there. Our mouth widened at the sight. A moment later we saw boxes of TNTs neatly stacked in a corner.

“Yeah, this is what I am talking about, baby.” Ray said with joy.

“Now we are going to destroy those machines and kill those bitches.” I said.

Everyone nodded.

We were the only one who reached this sanctuary. We had seen hundreds of people seeking this sanctuary when we were living in New Soberfield, but it seems that those people had lost their path.

* * * * *


Chapter 21

 

A.D. 2087, Sanctuary

After eating the fruits we had collected for breakfast we immediately began our study on the guns. Ray taught us everything we need to know. Back when everything was normal I was not much into guns. In fact I entirely hated the idea of war, but now things have changed. If you can’t keep up with this change you can’t survive here.

I hadn’t used to the names of the guns and Ray told me these guns were advanced assault rifles which were fully automated machines which shoot high caliber bullets. And these guns were fed with magazines having 30 bullets.

I filled my bag with magazines for my gun and also Ray taught me to use revolvers. I took two revolvers with me. Revolvers were very short hand guns, and according to ray these were very essential in a close combat.

After we have done with our study on guns we all armed to the teeth and readied ourselves for the war. Maria would be staying with Hanna in this compound. She was also armed to the teeth. I told Melissa to stay with Maria but she was not ready to do that. She says that she want to kick some alien butt. Could not blame her. These days every human thing who have still normal mind left in their body wants to kick some alien butt.

After everything was done, the sun began to set in the horizon and darkness began to conquer the land. This was the time we have been waiting for. We planned to take those aliens out in the night.

We all were equipped with night vision helmets and Ray was our sniper. With silenced shots he would clear a path for us and the three of us would lay TNT everywhere. We really were going to kill those fuckers and we were gonna send them straight to hell.

The four of us marched towards the exit. Suddenly we stopped. In front of us stood one, two, three ... Ten people. We don’t know they were crazy or not, so we immediately raised our guns at them.

“Speak.” Ray commanded.

They look scared. Chances were they were sanctuary seekers.

“We are looking for the sanctuary. Evelyn ... Huh ... The dreams told us the sanctuary is here.” The leading man said.

In the new group there were three men, two women and five children. They all looks strong. Must have gotten through a lot.

“Yes. This is the sanctuary.” Ray lowered his gun.

Rest of us including me, quickly lowered our guns.

“Did Evelyn tell you that you’re here to save her?” I asked.

“Yeah. She did tell us everything including about those machines.” The man said.

“What’s your name?” I asked.

“I am Berry.” He said.

“So, Berry, do you guys knows how to shoot a gun?” Ray asked.

“Of course.” Berry and the two other men produced their revolvers tucked under their shirt.

“Sweet. We are going to destroy the machine and a building tonight. Are you guys going to join us?” Ray asked.

“We would like to if we have some ammunition of course.” Berry said.

Others in Berry’s group nodded.

“Come with me.” I led them to our armory.

At the time we reached the armory, as I have guessed, Berry’s and his men’s eyes widened.

“Take everything you need.” I said.

They quickly took many ammunition and assault rifles and revolvers. I also showed them TNTs. They filled their bag with TNTs. They seemed to know everything about guns and explosives. I gave them a lighter to light the TNT and Berry accepted it.

Berry and his group were just here but we need to hurry or there won’t be anything left here to enjoy.

Berry and team told me that their path was very tough and they went through a lot. There weren’t much people coming to sanctuary, for sure. The mission to save the world was in the hands of a handful of people. We need to succeed tonight. The longer we wait, the stronger the enemy gets.

Crazies were thinking that, the fucking aliens were their god, so, they would do everything in their power to stop us. I hope there won’t be any crazies in that area. Crazies were pretty much dangerous. They were the one who ended our world, but of course, the real end of the world was not yet here.

“My mind was full about war and I forgot to ask you that you guys ate anything.” I said.

“We ate fruits that we gotten from the forest. We all are fine. Thank you for asking.” Berry said.

Others nodded.

We all stood at the entrance of the sanctuary. We all were equipped with night vision helmets.

In the horizon sun slowly went down and darkness started to cover everything.

We all started our journey by climbing down the hill.

In the night everything was visible to us in green colour and we saw the tip of the building from the hill. We increased our pace and, we kept ourselves alerted.

* * * * *


Chapter 22

 

A.D. 2087, Near Alien Tower

We strolled through the forest in pitch darkness. After about half an hour of walk we reached near the alien tower. We stood near the forest edges and examined our surrounding. There were small light bulbs all over the building and we could see aliens walking inside the tower.

We found the killer machine not far away from the tower. There was a metal rod that came out of the machine’s lower part of the ball head. A part of the metal rod was inside the ground and there was also a glass chamber having a blue liquid on the back of the tripod looking machine. The glass chamber wasn’t there yesterday, so it must be a recent addition.

There was a hum coming out of the machine which indicates that the machine was in its working state. We slowly approached the alien building. Ray was still inside the forest on top of a tree. He was examining our surrounding for any danger.

There were no aliens outside the building. We quickly began our job. We laid TNTs everywhere around the building. Me and Berry walked towards the tripod looking machine and we laid TNTs there also. The tripod looking machine was gigantic and fortunately there was no one around. From each TNTs, we extrapolated the fuse wire with extra fuse wire. And with the long fuse wire’s one end in our hand we marched inside the forest.

So far no aliens have seen us.

“Ahh ...” Berry suddenly cried out loud.

When I looked at Berry I saw a man standing atop Berry. The man hit Berry in his head using a piece of log. It looks like Berry was unconscious.

“Traitors ...” The man screamed at high pitch sound.

He must be a crazy.

Ray quickly, silently, shot down the crazy. Suddenly the whole place got illuminated by a blue light. The aliens detected our presence.

“Joe, light the fuse.” Ray shouted.

I quickly took the lighter in my hands and I kindled the fuse wire.

Shh...

Boom! Boom! Boom!

TNTs exploded with a loud bang. The legs of the tripod broke from the main body and the machine fell down. The glass container on the back of the machine shattered and the blue liquid splashed everywhere.

A moment later the alien tower collapsed. We stood in the forest edges and watched the scene with excitement. The aliens inside the building must have dead. The long mighty tower fell on top of the tripod. Dust covered the entire place.

Suddenly a screech came from the place beyond the collapsed tower. We all trained our guns at the origin of the sound. Berry quickly stood up massaging his head.

Then we saw the origin of the sound. Dozens of wolfish dogs were running towards us. They leapt through the wreckage of the tower and within seconds they were on us.

Pop! Pop! Pop!

We opened fire. Bullets rushed at the creatures. Our shots hit the wolfish dogs but they kept on coming. Bullets were only slowing them down. I quickly lighted a TNT and I threw it towards the beasts.

Boom!

The TNT exploded and the burnt bodies of the hellish dogs dropped to the ground. Ray quickly shot down the remaining creatures with his precision head shots.

A moment later the whole place fell in silence. Ray climbed down from the tree and we all searched the surroundings for any danger. The machine had dismantled and they were never gonna use it again.

“Do you know from where does the crazy came?” I asked Ray.

“No. I didn’t even saw him coming. We have to be careful; there may be more of those people.” Ray said.

“There is no one around the building. I searched near the forest edges and detected no movement.” Melissa said.

“Then, what’s next?” Danny asked.

“We need to find other machines and destroy them all.” I said.

Suddenly a hum came from the sky. We all looked up and saw a big space ship coming in our way. A stream of blue light was coming from the ship which was illuminating everything.

“Stay away from the open.” Ray shouted.

We quickly ran towards the forest. We stared at the ship from the forest. The ship was hovering above the crumpled building and they were searching everywhere.

A moment later two small ships came beside the big ship and the small ships landed on the open ground. Five aliens came out the ships with big guns. They examined the remains of the machine and were talking each other. Thanks to night vision helmets we could clearly see the aliens.

“Should we kill them?” I asked Ray.

“Not now. Wait until that big ship move away from here.” Ray said.

I nodded. The place where the building stood was part of a huge grass land and this grass land was surrounded by the forest. A moment later the big ship flew up and it moved away from the scene. A moment later the aliens on the ground reached near us. They were very keen in doing their job. There were fires going on here and there in the crumpled building.

A moment later the aliens reached in front of us. Without wasting time we discarded our cover and opened fire.

Pop! Pop! Pop!

Bullets rushed in all directions towards the aliens. The aliens nearby us quickly went down. Suddenly an alien started to shoot laser beams. Blue coloured laser bolts rushed towards us.

“Ahh ...” One of Berry’s men went down with a wide hole in his chest.

Melissa quickly shot down that alien from behind it. All the aliens were now dead. We quickly went near their ships and we placed lighted TNTs inside the ships, and we ran.

Boom! Boom! Boom!

The ships exploded. We jumped with excitement.

“Now, let’s head back.” Ray said.

We all nodded. A moment later we started our return journey through the forest.

* * * * *


Chapter 23

 

A.D. 2087, Sanctuary

We slowly marched towards sanctuary. The return journey was more perilous because we had to climb a steep rocky hill. Climbing down the hill was easy but climbing up was the hardest part. In the horizon sun started to rise. Sun light seeped in through the jungle foliage.

Suddenly we detected movement near us.

“Let us go, you, bitches.” I heard Maria’s voice.

I rushed forward but Ray quickly stopped me. He hushed us and we waited for his command. A moment later we saw about hundreds of crazies marching through the forest. They have abducted Maria and Hanna and also Berry’s people.

“We need to do something.” I said.

“We can’t do anything now. If we fire we might hit one of us.” Ray whispered.

A moment later, the crazy crowd thinned out and we moved forward towards the sanctuary building.

“This place supposed to be our sanctuary. Look at what happened.” Danny said.

“Don’t worry, we will follow them and we will save ours.” Ray said.

Ray’s words gave me hope. We slowly got inside the tunnel and checked our weapon situation. I have plenty of ammo still left in my bag. Others also have plenty of ammo. We all removed our helmets and moved towards the armory for more TNT.

Suddenly we stopped in our track. In front of us lying on the ground was a woman who arrived here with Berry. Her head had separated from her neck.

“Oh, Nina.” Berry said. Tears oozed down from his eyes.

They went through a lot to get here, all for nothing.

Someone did this using a sharp weapon. A puddle of blood had formed on the floor, like a small pond.

“I am gonna kill all those bitches.” Berry said.

“We will.” I said.

We quickly filled our bags with more TNTs. The crazies seemed to have not seen our armory because everything was fine in here. Nothing had lost. We immediately left the tunnel and marched outside.

I could hear shouts from far away. We slowly marched towards the origin of the sound. Birds began to chirp on the trees and squirrels ran through the tree branches looking for food. Before long we found the crazies who were moving towards a green field. They have made a camp there, and also, they have prepared stakes here and there. We stood in the forest edges and examined the situations. Our children including Hanna were crying out loud. Most of the crazies were outside their camps and were busy restraining Maria and rest of our people on the stakes. One crazy began to pour oil on the woods around the stakes.

“We need to act now.” I said.

“Okay. I will stay here and clear a path for you using my sniper rifle. You guys go ahead and throw those TNTs at them.” Ray said.

We nodded. A big old crazy began their ritual. Me and Melissa marched towards the crazies with our assault rifles. Berry and his mate and Danny walked closely behind us. Crazies have not yet detected us. They were very busy in doing the ritual. All the crazies have gathered around the stake and were praying to their fucking gods.

I threw a lighted TNT at the crowd. I made sure that the TNT was pretty much away from the stake.

Boom!

The TNT exploded and the crazies ran in different directions. Many of the crazies’ burnt bodies dropped to the ground. Many crazies ran at us with knifes and baseball bats.

Pop! Pop! Pop!

We opened fire. Suddenly mad crazies started to throw knives at us but none managed to hit us. After about half an hour, the fight ended and pretty much all the crazies dropped dead. Remaining crazies retreated towards a large tower pretty far away from our location.

We looked at our handy work. There shouldn’t have to be a blood bath. Those fucking aliens turned our kinds against us.

We quickly untied our people.

“Maria, did they hurt you.” I asked. Tears uncontrollably oozed down from my eyes.

“I am okay, Joe.” Maria said smiling.

Melissa came near me and examined our situation. “We need to get out of here before those crazies return with those fucking aliens.”

We nodded.

We all quickly ran towards our sanctuary. It was not much of a sanctuary, now that our enemies know about it, but we don’t have another place to go.

Suddenly a hum came from the sky. We stopped moving and looked up and saw a big space ship moving towards the big tower the crazies had retreated to. The ship hadn’t detected us yet. We quickly ran away from the green field. Before long we reached inside the forest.

“We need to destroy that tower. That machine might be there.” I said.

“Okay, we will go at night.” Ray said.

With the mission in our mind we walked towards the sanctuary.

* * * * *


Chapter 24

 

A.D. 2087, Alien Tower

The night quickly conquered the land and we men and Melissa started towards the alien building in the east part of the sanctuary. We all wore night vision helmets and we hope that this mission would be easier than yesterday night’s.

We had filled our stomach with fruits and we drank water from a stream, so we don’t have any problem with hunger. We now reached the green field and we could see the tower far away. The tower had electricity and we could clearly see it glowing in this night.

We marched towards the tower. Before long, we reached near the building. Everything was pretty quiet and there seemed to be no aliens on sight. We quickly began our job. We laid TNTs everywhere and within moments we finished our work.

We cuddled on the ground in a sitting position, near the forest edges, with the one end of fuse wire in my hand. I took the lighter from my pocket and I immediately lighted the fuse.

“Fire in the hole.” I said.

Shh...

Boom! Boom! Boom!

The entire ground shook and the building began to sway. The entire lower part of the building had collapsed in the explosion.

A moment later the whole building fell down and it crumbled to nothing. Dust covered the entire place. We jumped with excitement.

“Yeah, that’s what I am talking about.” Danny said.

We haven’t seen any other buildings or that killer machine here, and so far no aliens on sight.

Suddenly Berry and the man with him dropped to the ground, without making a sound. Blue laser bolts escaped through their chest, making a hole there.

“Drop your weapons or die.” A voice with an unusual accent came from behind us.

We all froze. A warning laser bolt went closely to my head.

“Drop now.” The voice said.

We all reluctantly dropped our guns. I still haven’t seen my enemy.

“Ahh ...” A sudden pain coursed through my head. I winced. Someone hit me in the head.

I dropped to the ground.

A moment later my attacker kicked me in the face and my world went blank.

* * * * *
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A.D. 2087, Prison Camp

I Slowly opened my eyes and I found myself in the green field. A sharp pain was coursing through my head.

I looked everywhere, but I didn’t saw Evelyn. I walked towards the stream and then I saw her. She was lying on the grass and her face had become pale.

“Evelyn.” I shook her.

She slowly opened her eyes. “Joe, I am dying.”

“But we destroyed that machine.” I said.

“There are more machines and they are draining my energy. I ... I can’t do anything against this. I ... I am afraid this will be the last time we see each other.” She said.

“Don’t say things like that, Evelyn. I will find a way, but now they have caught us.” I said. “There must be a way to escape from them and I will destroy all those machines.”

“Thanks for cheering me up, Joe, but I think I am done here.” Evelyn said.

Suddenly light seeped in from every corners. The pain in my head increased and suddenly I woke up panting.

I found myself in a cage made of metal rods. I looked everywhere but saw no one. I did saw other cages around mine and there were those people who have become monkeys in them. I massaged the back of my head and walked through the cage.

Then I saw an alien walking towards me. It stopped moving once it reached near me and it stared at me for some time.

It then said something in an unknown language.

“How was sleep?” A device strapped to the creature’s waist band said. It must be a translator.

“Let me go, you bitch, and stop hurting her.” I said.

“Oh ... Her ... I am gonna suck all her juice out of her, and we have prepared a nice thing for you.” The creature said through the translator.

A moment later two other aliens came towards my cage. They pushed my cage and the cage began to roll. They moved my cage towards a big field. On the way I saw many human monkeys and several normal looking humans inside the cages.

Then I saw the killer machine not far away from the field.

Once my cage reached near a small building in the middle of the field, the aliens stopped rolling my cage. I saw Danny, strapped to a table. They were preparing to do something to him. I saw an alien taking a metal cutter which was covered in blood. It must be used to cut humans.

“Let him go, you, bitches.” I began to kick at the walls of the cage but no help came and the aliens giggled at me.

The alien near Danny switched on the cutter and the blade of the cutter began to rotate at high speed.

Boom! Boom! Boom!

Suddenly explosions came from near the killer machine. I looked at the machine and saw it on fire. I couldn’t believe what I am witnessing. Aliens ran in different directions. Shouts in that unknown alien language came from all directions. Then I saw it. A huge space ship came from the sky and it began to shoot a laser like beams at the tripod like killer machine. Within moments the killer machine crumbled and a moment later the space ship landed on the ground.

A moment later the side ramp of the ship opened and through the ramp came humans with some sort of laser guns. Laser bolts danced in the air in all directions.

* * * * *
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A.D. 2087, Xhilarian Prison Camp

The new humans shot down all the aliens nearby. The humans were in military fatigues and they have large guns which supposedly shoot laser bolts.

After the fire fight was over, the new humans released everyone in the cages. One of them came near my cage and started to unlock the cage. Most cages contained human monkeys.

“Who are you?” I asked.

“Who we are is not important. We are here to save this planet.” The man said smiling.

Finally he unlocked the cage and I rushed towards Danny. I unstrapped Danny from the surgical table.

“What happened?” Danny asked.

“Some humans came in a space ship and they killed all the aliens, and they destroyed the killer machine.” I said.

Danny’s eye widened. He stared at our rescuers. Before long, Ray and Melissa joined us.

“Are you okay?” I asked Melissa.

“Never better.” Melissa replied.

“People, gather around.” A young soldier who came in the space ship announced.

We survivors gathered around him. There weren’t much people left here. There may be about twenty people. We all looked towards the soldier with excitement.

“I am Samson, and we are from another planet in another galaxy.” He said.

“And we are here to help you destroy the Xhilarians.” Samson continued.

Our jaw dropped.

“Who are Xhilarians?” Ray asked.

“The aliens you saw. They are from Xhilaria universe and they are here to kill your Mother Nature.” Samson said.

We all nodded.

“Why are they killing our Mother Nature?” Ray asked.

“For energy.” Samson said. “We have detected more tripod looking machines in this planet. We are going to destroy those machines. If you want, you can join us.” He said nothing further about the energy.

“I am coming with you.” Ray said.

A few other men were also ready to move with Samson.

“Okay. We don’t have much time. Climb aboard the ship.” Samson said.

“Joe, I am going with these people. You go ahead and be with your sister Maria.” Ray said to me smiling.

I nodded. “Be safe.”

Samson and team quickly left the scene. Ray and few other men went with them.

Me and Melissa watched the ship Victoria going up and vanishing in to the horizon.

Remaining people started to move in their own way as a big group.

“So, let’s head back to our sanctuary.” Danny said.

Melissa nodded. We slowly started our walk. We don’t know where we were but we could see a crumbled building far away which must be destroyed by us on yesterday night. Sun glowed brightly from its highest position.

* * * * *
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A.D. 2087, Path to Sanctuary

Before long the three of us reached near the crumbled building. The building indeed was the one we destroyed yesterday. So, sanctuary was not far away from us.

Suddenly a screech came from the forest beyond. We stared at the forest entrance, and then we saw it. There were hundreds of tall wolfish dogs running towards us. We quickly hid under the wreckage. Fortunately, the dogs didn’t saw us, and they all ran in the direction of the Xhilarian prison camp from where we had escaped shortly.

Dogs were growling sharply and were in a hurry. A few moments later all the dogs ran away from us.

A few moments later we came out of the wreckage and paced towards the forest.

“Where do you think they went?” Melissa asked.

“Who? The dogs?” I asked.

“Yeah, who else?” Melissa said.

“I think they are going to hunt down the humans we saw. I hope Samson and team have good fire power.” I said.

“So there is life outside our planet.” Melissa said.

“Indeed. There may be hundreds of other planets having life.” Danny said.

We slowly entered inside the forest and a few moments later we saw an apple tree. We quickly filled our hungry stomach with apples.

Then we continued our trek. Before long we reached the sanctuary and I saw Hanna and other children playing outside. Maria and the other woman were staring at the forest with guns in their hands.

As soon and Maria saw me, she ran towards me and she gave me a hug.

“We thought you guys were dead. What took you so long?” Maria asked.

“We were nearly died and some humans from another planet saved us. They said they are going to destroy all those killer machines. They will help us establish a strong community.” I said.

Maria’s eye widened.

“Where is Berry?” The other woman asked.

I shook my head.

“Oh!” She said. Tears prickled from her eyes.

“I am really sorry, Sheba.” Maria hugged her.

I stared at the kids for some time and then I went inside the armory to take some weapons.

* * * * *
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A.D. 2087, Sanctuary

In the evening I checked my guns and I filled a back pack with ammo and explosives. Sun slowly began to set in the horizon. Maria and Sheba weren’t returned from the forest yet. They have went to collect fruits.

I took a revolver in my hand and walked outside, and found Sheba and Maria coming to the building. Their bags were full of fruits and there were filled water bottles in their hands.

Danny and Melissa were with the kids. Melissa was occasionally looking at the forest beyond for any danger.

After eating fruits for diner we all lie down on the floor in the armory. Armory was the most secure room in this building and it was pretty warm in here. There was no need for anyone to stay awake because of the thick steel door.

I closed my eyes thinking about the days ahead.

* * *

I woke up with the pleasant chirping of birds. I found myself in that green field. I saw Evelyn sitting by the stream. I slowly walked towards her. As I reached near her she shifted her gaze from the stream to my face.

“Joe.” She said.

“I see you’re well again.” I said.

“Yeah. I never felt this good before. The people who came from beyond the space destroyed all the machines which were draining my energy. Also the enemies had retreated to whence they came.” Evelyn said with a pleasant smile.

It was actually a relief to my mind seeing Evelyn happy. Who wouldn’t feel happy when they see an angelic being smiling at them? Evelyn’s radiant glow has returned to her face.

“Should we stay here in the sanctuary or should we search for a better place where there are more normal human beings?” I asked.

“You can stay here if you want, but people are gathering in the north after the enemies’ fall. You can go there and live there, but beware that, there are monsters the aliens have unleashed everywhere and the plague was still spreading. There may be carriers of the plague among the humans. I hope the people who came from beyond the space have cure to the plague. Don’t let go your hope. Even the tiniest spark of hope can kindle light throughout the world.” Evelyn said.

I nodded. “Then we are going north. It’s better if we stay with a community, right?”

“If you think the people are trying to manipulate you, go away without further thought, okay? Those beings what you call Xhilarians have divided my children against themselves. We can never be too careful.” Evelyn said.

“Okay.” I said.

Suddenly light start to fill everywhere. I had to close my eyes.

“Will you guide me in my dreams again?” I asked.

“I will, when it is necessary of course.” Evelyn said.

I opened my eyes and I found myself lying in the armory. I slowly stood up and went near the opened door. Kids and Sheba were still sleeping and Maria, Melissa and Danny were awake. They were discussing things in the first tunnel.

“What were you all discussing?” I asked.

“We were talking about the people who came from another planet.” Melissa said.

“So are we going to stay here forever?” Maria asked.

“Evelyn said people are gathering in the north. I think it’s worth a check, but there is a risk of being infected by a plague.” I said.

“Okay, we will be careful. If there is a better place than this, that’s where we should be.” Danny said.

“Okay then. We will head to north.” I said.

They all nodded.

* * * * *


Chapter 29

 

A.D. 2087, North

As soon as Sheba and kids were awake, we began our journey north. The path in front of us was very hilly and forest covered everywhere.

Before long we found the dark road which was going in north direction, and we saw a city which was claimed by nature not far away from us. We increased our pace to the city. At the time we reached the city, we detected heavy movement from behind a building. And there were growls coming from beyond the city. We immediately got inside a building and closed the door.

We looked outside through the window and found those hellish dogs dragging a deer with them. They were marching towards the south from where we have just come. There were dozens of dogs in this pack.

“Oh, thank god.” Maria said. “They haven’t seen us.”

“Kids, don’t ever wander away from us, okay? Always walk beside us.” I said.

I don’t need to remind kids about this, but I said anyway.

“Okay.” Kids said in unison.

We waited for about half an hour for the growls to cease. After that, we exited the building and continued our journey. We of course have the gun power if it comes to that but we don’t want to waste our precious ammo on those things.

There were rusted cars all over here on the road, blocking our path. We often had to move through the top of the cars. In the horizon sun began to set and we weren’t anywhere near a promising human settlement. Darkness slowly started to creep through the land and sound of night sets in.

We found a good looking house near the road and we decide to stay there for the night. We all quickly entered inside the house. Before long, sleep took over us.

* * * * *


Chapter 30

 

A.D. 2087, Horseflee

In the morning we continued our journey north. A few moments later, we saw crashed Xhilarian ships here and there. All the crashed ships were still burning. We indeed won the war, but the question was did the crazies survived the war. They still pose a threat.

Before long, we found signs of human life. There were tomato plants bearing tomatoes growing here and there in an orderly fashion. They must be grown by humans.

A moment later we saw our first human. He was busy in his field, planting some vegetables. This place was mostly free from the reach of forest and we saw fruit bearing trees here and there.

“Hello, is this a sanctuary.” Melissa asked the man.

“Sanctuary? This place is entirely free of those dogs, so this is a sanctuary.” The man said.

“Is there more people here?” I asked.

“Yeah. You can see a lot of people in the city centre.” The man said.

“Thank you.” I said.

We continued our walk. Street sign indicated that we were in a place called Horseflee. This place seemed to be free of crazies too. Only time would tell the truth.

Before long we found the city centre. There were lots of people here. We felt a fresh wave of relief passing through our body.

* * * * *


Epilogue

 

A.D. 2087, Horseflee

We found a nice looking house and we all entered inside. We all decide to sleep together since we were a team. May be, in the future, if everything turns out to be good, we could split into other houses.

The people seemed to be nice. And so far they were all kind to us. In the horizon sun began to set and darkness crept forward.

Suddenly, Danny came running. He almost knocked me out.

“What the hell?” I asked.

Danny panted heavily, and he was actually trying to say something, but supposedly due to fear nothing was coming out of his mouth.

“We need to get out of here.” Finally he said.

“What? What happened?” I asked in shock.

Maria, Melissa and Sheba heard our conversation and they came near us.

“These people are crazies.” Danny said.

Our eyes widened.

“What? But, they were all nice to us.” I said.

“I heard them talking about us. They are on crack about some religion. Tomorrow they are going to convert us into their religion and if we say anything against it they are going to burn us.” Danny said.

“We need to get out of here.” I said.

We quickly gathered our children.

“Okay everyone. We need to go away from here and I want all of you to be silent. Can you do that for me?” I asked.

Everyone nodded.

We quickly exited the building and silently ran through the road. Everyone seemed to be inside their houses.

“Traitors, traitors ...” Suddenly a man screamed out loud.

“Run!” I shouted.

We all bolted into a sprint. After we made sure we covered a pretty good distance from Horseflee we looked back. Panic suddenly crept through our legs. Hundreds of people were marching towards us with kindled fire torches in their hands. Like a big fire flow, they slowly progressed towards us.
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